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RETROSPECT OF 1876. 


Political. Tue Chinese Government 
has given evidence of an advance 
in its appreciation of foreign affairs, 
by appointing representatives to coun- 
tries with which it is more intimately 
connected by commercial and political 
relations. This step has been long urged 
upon Chinese statesmen by the Foreign 
representatives at Peking; and we re- 
marked in our Retrospect of 1875, that 
a series of memorials advocating its 
adoption. had been addressed to the 
Throne by the chief mandarins of the 
Empire. The despatch of an Embassy to 
Great Britain was one of the conditions 
exacted by the British Minister in the 
conrse of negotiations for the settlement 
of the Yiinnan outrage; and the appoint- 
ment of a Minister at Washington, and 
Consuls at New York and San Francisco, 
for which posts also men have been 
nominated, may probably have been 
hastened by the earnest persuasions 
then addressed to the Chinese Govern- 
ment to admit a more truthful view of 
their foreign relations and of their real 
position in face of Western powers. 
"There are other signs, too, that the 
vessel of State is inclined to move, albeit 
slowly at first, and with many creaks 
and groans, down the ways fo which 


3¢ | she has so long been rusted. Less than 


ten years ago, the proposal to land a 
telegraph line at Shanghai was refused. 
Now, the Great Northern line rans over- 
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land several miles on the way to 





Woosung; and the Provincial Govern- 
ment of Fohkien has actually caused a 
line to be constracted between Foochow 
and the Pagoda Anchorage. The Go- 
vernment of the Two Kiang has been 
persnaded, however unwillingly, to 
countenance and purchase the Woosung 
Railway; and we do not. despair that 
the little pioneer line will be allowed to 
continae working, and be the precursor 
of others, when the year for which its 
existence has been secured shall have 
ended. Already a tramway is beinj 
constructed in connexion with the coal 
mines in Formosa; and Li Hung-cl 

is said-to wish one from the Chai- 
tang mines to Tientsin, though Con- 
servative influence has hitherto been too 
strong for him to compass this innova- 
tion in the neighbourhood of the capital. 
But the willingness to open mines 
and to work them by foreign appli- 
ances is in itself a forward step; and 
there are signs of readiness to do 
this in several parts of the Empire, 

* It cannot be denied that all this is 
progress ; but the prospect is marred by 
the anxiety of the Government to retain 
all enterprise in its own hands and 
under its own immediate control. Pri- 
vate enterprise is not only not en- 
couraged, bat hindered. “It is the 
Government which buys the railway, 
the Government which is about working 
the mines, the Government which fosters 
the Steamer Company ; and we cannot 
bat regard as unsatisfactory, measures 
which seck no sympathy from, and ex- 
tend no encouragement to, the people 
themselves, The railway is bought to 
get rid of the foreign proprietors, and - 
with the avowed purpose.of eventually 
destroying it, however mach we may 
hope that this purpose will change ; the 
so-called Chinese Merchants’ Steamer 
Company was created and is sup- 
ported by officials, to undermine 
foreign shipowners; and a . further 
step in this direction has been 
now taken, by the purchase of tho 
steamers, plant and premises of the 
Shanghai Steam Navigation Company, 
which has so long had a chief share in 
the trade of the Yangtze. One coa- 
sideration, however, must not be lost 
sight of. The Government is educa- 
ving the people in spite of itself; 
and is admitting and establishing 
the very innovations which excite 
its hostility when proffered by 
foreign hands. It is said even to en- 
tertain the idea of creating a mint, 
and nothing more than the absence 
of a proper coinage marks the low 
standard of Chinese civilisation. Alone 
in this respect among the nations to 
which she professes herself so superior, 
China may well think it is time. to 
Provide something better than the 
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strings of copper cash and unwield, 
Tamps of filver which slone derve her 
as media of ¢: . But it is very 
questionable whether thé corruption 
of her officials and the’ laxity of her 
organisation will enable her to issue 
and maintain a more manageable cur- 
rency. The people have not sufficient 
confidence in the honesty of their own 
rulers to accept a coin as ssing 
the value it professes to have, merely 
ecanse it bears the Government 
stamp ; and so aniversal is the system of 
squeezing, that we can hardly conceive 
a’ inint hondstly worked’ to be within 
the bounds of. (Chinese) possibility. 
Phat the reforii’ will be effected soine 
diy, we may be sure; bat the difficulties 
in the way. apbear to be very great ; 
‘ahd ‘we are’ drivel evéty year mote 
tiidéé to’ regret the shortsighted 
pie which ‘léd to. the closure of the 
fdiigkong mint, wliose coinage would 
gradually and'certiinly have’ made its 
‘why in China and stippliéd the erying 
‘want. 

Still; as‘we said before, though with 
incl, Steileing ssid groaning, the rasty 
tikichine ddésshow symptoms of yielding 
6 the Higgetie that is being brought to 
Bear, ‘This quéstion in the minds of 
fordign, avd indeed it would appear of 
Home Chitiess statesinen, is whether the 
whole structure may not collapse inthe 
unwontéd effort. Some of the niote 
énlightened among the high officials 
oF the Empiré uridéubtedly recognisé 
the need for internal reform, and the 
advantages ‘of the scientific appliances 
to whiich Western nations owe so mitch 
of theit power and prosperity. Li 
Hung-chang appreciates the value of 
railways, and, as wo have intimated, 
was even willing to cohstratt a tram- 
way in the neighborhood of ‘Tientsin, 
but the Conéervatism of tho capital 
was still too strong for kim. ‘The mere 
fact of stich a project being entertained, 
‘however, by the most prominent Chinese 
statesman of the day, is in itself an 








indication that the time when such | had 


things will be tolerated, is approaching. 
As ‘the older generation passes away— 
men who, like the late Emperor's tutor, 
‘Wojén, hate both foreigners and their 
appliances with a deadly traditional 
‘hatred—others come into power whoare 
gradually becoming familiarised with 
the innovations; and are half willing 
to accept and apply what they cannot 
deny is good, and to which they can 
only object that it is not Chinese. Just 
as, in England, Toryism as it was 
understood fifty years ago. has died 
out even among the most Conservative 
classes; so the Wojéns and Wenseangs 
of China are departing and making 
room for a generation of statesmen 
who hhve been brought more or less in 
contact with foreigners, and are half 
prepared to view with favour the in- 
ovations which are being pressed upon 
their notice, ‘The remark is constantly 
made of such a Viceroy or a Governor 
—He is not personally hostile, bat 
fears the mass of conservatism behind 
‘hhim.”) It is much to be able to say. 
even this; and we may hope that the 
Jleaven of enlightenment which is here 
indicated will tend gradually to leaven 
‘the whole mass. Constant pressure from 
‘vithogt, however, is needed, not only 
to ensure movement but to hold what 
has been gained. Transit Passes, for 


J 





instance, aro gradually effecting aj 


reduction in the inland barrier taxation. 
Provincial Governments have in some 
places reduced this to a scale which 
shall render tho Pass unnecessary, 
in order to secure. the whole of the 
revenue which the Central Government 
would otherwise obtain. But, abolish 
the system of transit passes, and 
the old scale of taxation would be 
immediately re-established. Yet it may 
be that in time the Passes will establish 
arate of dues from which it will be 
impossible to retura #6 the old system 
of extortion. So in respect of railways 
and steamers. The latter may be con- 
sidered already established; if foreign 
influence were suddenly destroyed in 
China, no attempt would now be made 
to revert to the traditional junk. And 
it may well be that even the railway will 
so far establish itself, during the year 
of life that has been secured for it, that 
the officials of the day will continue to 
tolerate its existence. Wo repeat that 
the selfish tendency of the officials to 
retain all enterprise in their own hands 
and to work it for their own profit, is 
an unsatisfactory feature ; but they are 
none the less establishing changes 
which will some day pass beyond their 
immediate control. 


Summary of Bews. 





‘Tho English mail of the 24th November 
arrived on Monday, by the P. & 0, atr. 
Ehiva. 

‘A mail will loavo to-morrow for Europe, 

by the P. & 0. atr. Geelong. 
e print elsombere a batch of telegrams 
giving’ somo further information on the 
progress of negociations at Constantino- 
le.—Italy had declared in favour of up- 
holding the Treaty of Paris, which neaus, 
of course, ranging hérself on tho side of 
England, Russia had proposed a neutral 
occupation of Bulgaria, as a guaranteo 
for the execution of reforms. Switzerland 
beon asked to undertake the task, 
but had refused. Belgium had also been 
asked, but was likely to refuse, Lord 
Salisbury had referred to London for 
instructions. 





















The following gentlemen have been 





J. Hart, PB, G Hibbe, J. B. Irving, 
E. . Lavers, E. G. Low, A. McLeod, J. 
F. Seaman, and ©. W, Siegfried. 

» A special general meoting of share- 
holders in the. 8. N. Co. is called for the 
15th instant, to consider “an offer which 
has been made to the Directors for the 
purchase of the Company’s real estate, 
flonting property, and plant, and to pass 
resolutions in reference thereto.” Reports 
have been current at various times during 
the past year that negociations were in 
progress for the sale of the Company to 
the “Chinese Merchants’ Steamer Com- 
pany,” but they were disregarded as im- 
probsble. Early last week, however, the 
rumour was revived and assumed so much 
substancs that shares, which had been 
offering at 66 a week ago, advanced 
gradually for a few days till they reached 
76 on Wednesday night ; aud on ‘Thursday, 
the rate rapidly adsauced to 78, 80, 82, 
85, 86'and 90. Eveu the latter rate failed 
























+o produce sellers on Friday, and lergesales 








ade at rates progressing from 91 to 
 publitation'on Saturday of the ad- 
vertisement to which wo have referred, of 
courss terthinatis anly doubt as to the nego- 
ciations teported to have been in progress. 
It is generally understood that the condi- 
tions are as follow :—The purchase money 
for the ships, plant and property to be 
Tis. 2,000,000, of which one-half will be 
pald within’ about’ six weeks ; arid tle re: 
mainder .by instalments extending ov 
five years, fnterest at the rato of 8 por 
cont. beitig paid upon the balances in 
the meantime,—There remains the Re- 
serve Fund of something over Tls, 400,000, 
which, after deduction of expenses, will 
be available for distribution among the 
shareholders, and will bring the amount 
returnable in res 
fully par organ, the 
Sin-pao, the payment will be com- 
pleted about April uext year, and of course 
the Chineso will have the option of 
shortening the term as much as they 
choose, Fivo years, however, is the time 
stipulated for in the ageeem 

We have received for publication 
minutes of what appears to have been @ 
meeting of the Committeo of the Tempe 
ance Society, held on Tuesday 1a 
retiring officers handed over their duti 
to their successors, whoae names, howe 








































pained rogiilating the intornal management 
of the Iastitution. 

The entertainment at the Temperance 
Hall, on Saturday evening, mas well 
tendéd. ‘Tho progéamme was compoaed of 
three songs by sailors and ono by a gontl 
man amateur, two readings, an address by 
Mr. A. Gordon, the newly appointed 
socretary, and an addioss by the Rev. 
Mr. Roberts, ‘The singing and readings 
wero well given and were much appreciated, 
The addresses wore attontively listoned 
to, but had the speakers eviuced w little 
more deference to the views avowed by 
other prominent temperaiice advocates 
on the same platform, their speeches 
would probably have hud greater woight 
in the advancement of the cause, 

A fire broke out in Kinkiang road 
last Thursday morning, but was put out 
after four Chinese houses had been de- 
atroyed. 

Another broke out on Tuesday morning, 
in a Chinese store on the French Con 
cession, aud spreading to some adjoining 
godowns stored with very infammable 
goods, blazed fiercely for two hours, after 
which the Fire Brigade got it undor 
control 

We are sorry to hear that two children 
lost their lives during the fire on the French 
ConcessiononNew-year’sday. A gentleman 
who found one body, that of a little girl 
about 6 or7 years old, informs us that it 
was not atall injured by fire, and that 
the ‘child would seem to have been either 
smothered by the emoke or by the water 
with which its clothes were saturated. 

We hear that a batch of remanded 
prisoners were brought up for judgmient 
before the Magistrate Chén aud Mr, 
Davenport, at the Mixed Court, last Mon- 
day afternoon ; when ono prisoner was 
released, oue seut to the Chehsien'to be 
dealt witb, one left in tho hands of the 
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“Chive and Japan, lately published ia 








Mixed Court Magistrate, two scntenced to| 
‘thiree months, two to aix months, seven to 
eight months, two to ten mouths and:ten 
nionths’ imprisonment, the sen~' 
tences to commence running from the day 
in- question, Eight prisoners had been‘ 
released. in consequence of illuess, and 
two had effected their escape. 

‘Phe Cousul-General for France notifies! 
for five members of tho’ 
1 Council will be held ou 
the 24th instant, The vacancies to..be 
filled aro caused by the resignation of 
‘Mossrs. Maignan, Millot and Bade, and! 
by the expiry of the term of office of 
‘Mossrs. Hitch and Leroy. 

Wo understand that the firat of the new 
Consular appointments, under the Chefoo' 
Convention, has been made. Mr. E. C. 
Baber is to go to Chungking, and is 
making preparations for his journey. 

Wo rogret to hear of a sad occurrence 
which is reported to have taken place on 
board H.M.S. Neweastle on her way from 
Hongkong toSingapore, A mi 
board, an officer and two men plunged into 
the nea after him, and all wore drowned. 

‘the Japanese Postinaster-Goueral has 
eatablished postal agencies for rece 
and despatching mils, &., at tho 
following ports :—Chinkiaug, Kiukiang, 
Hankow, Chefoo, Newchwang, Tiontsin, 
Ningpo, atid Foochow. The rates. of 
Postage oft all mails from these ports will 
bo the saino as from the Shaughai Agency. 

Wo reprint from the Courier an appre- 
cistive review of a little book entitled 
“Sketches of Excursions toChusan, Pootoo, 
Nauking, aud Kioto,” lately published by 
Mr, R. 8. Gunidéy. 

‘The January uumber of the Fur East 
opens with some pleasantly written “Notes, 
‘Aurift and at Anchor,” which we shall be 
glad to see contifiued int future tiumbers. 
‘ha present bate contain a very pleasantly 
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an appreciative sketch, sso peas bya 
photogeaph, of Nagasaki harbour.—The 
papers ont ‘The Mlauners aud Customs of 
the Far East,” as illustrated by the Maca 








enso C) , are continued ; and sre ac- 
companied by a good photograph of a group 
of theatrical performers.—Under the title 












of “Jupaneso Leyends and Tales,” curious 
sketches aro given of Hades and Pai 
—Mr, Stent contributes some amusin; 
verses under the title “ Murder will out.” 
—A description is given, accompanied by 
8 photograph, of the Confucian temple at 
Shanghai—Acoumpanying two views of 
the Jesuit establishment at Sikavway, is au 
interesting sketch of Sti Kwang-chi—better 
Known to foreigners as Paul Si, a convert 
and great supporter of Chri 
sionaries during the Ming dy 
whom the place (properly Si 
owes its name.—The lecture on “The 
Religious Beliefs of Ancient Greece,” de- 
livered last month by Dean Butcher to the 
Young Men’s Christian Asociation, is 
worthily roprinted.—Biographical notices 
of Mr. Medhurat aiid Mr. Giquel, accom- 
panied by excellent photographs, close a 
good number. 

It is seldom that a magazine article 
elicits such s chorus of disapproval as has 
Charles Dilke’s effusion about 























‘Macwillan, The Japanese papers testify 





id | sons for th 


to the ridiculous blunders he makes about! 
Japan; and people here laugh at the 
(pretensions of a man who was just 27: 
hours in a country, to speak with authority: 
about Chins, - Even: the Indian papers 
take up thie cudgels against-him. In some 
very sensible remarks, which we’ reprint! 
elsewhero, the Pioneer likens the blockade 
of Hongkong (which Sir Charles makes 
the basis of-a charge of smuggling againat 
the residents)—to Englaud setting ships of 
war to patrol the French coast, and board 
foreign vessels in advance if they were 
found to be proceeding to an Etiglish port ; 
and very pertinently remarks that Sir 
Charles Dilke would bo the first man, if 
such an attempt were iiade, to shrisk at 
the overbearing audacity of his ruffisuly. 
compatriots, 

As an instance of Chinese belief in 
geomancy, we commend, for perus 
narrative which we extract from Tuesday 
Sinpao, That such tales should find cur: 
rency among the people, is nut surprising ; 
but it is a little startling to find them 
soberly related as facts, by an educated 
writer, Here again the comparsion between 
Japan and China is unfavoiirable to the 
Inttor. Such atories are frequently. related 
in Japanese papers, but always with au 
accompanying remark by the editor, blam- 
ing the folly of those who believe tliem ; 
and pointing to them simply as examples 
of country gossip. 

Saturday’s Sinpao relates the dofeat of 
two Salt Roveune cruisers, by several 
heavily laden smugglers, at a pleco 40 li 
to the eastward of Soochow, atan entratice 
to the Ta-lu. ‘The smugglers appear to 
have fired soine jingals into the cruisers 
and caught them with their boat-hooks, 
wheroupon the gallant crews breasted 
waves and returned to Soochow, to receive 
further instructions., 

Tt is noteworthy that, among other rea- 
decroaso in the returi for cer: 
tain Customs stations in his jurisdiction, the 
Governor of Sliatitung notes the pressure 
of (ekin stations'on the Upper Yangtszo, 
“which tend to drive away trade.” He 
ing, of course, of trade which would 
have passed up the Grand Canal. 
is doubly hindered ; choked first 
by excessive taxation at the outset, aud 
mpeded by the deterioration of the Canal 
at the close, 

‘The Peking Gazette ot the Ist December 
contains a tiotewortliy memorial from the 
Governor-General of Hukwang, protesting 
against an order which looks ery much 
as though it had been devised in the 
interests of the C.MLS.N. Co. Sines the 
rebellion, the grain tax in that province 
has been paid in money ; but the Board of 
Revenue has ordered a return to the old 
em of payment in kind. ‘The memo- 
rialist protests that the change would 
involve great expense, and be a hardship 
to the people. He shall send the money 
commutation as before, this year, and 
requests that the Board of Revenue may 
be directed to reconsider the matter, as 
regards the future. 

‘The same Gazetle contains a memorial 
from the Viceroy of Nanking, requesting 
that the grain from the provinces north of 
the Yangteze may be sent by steamer, at 












































































any rate till the Grand Canal is cleared. 
We have several times called attention to 








the difficilties’ wliicli wets: experionced 
during the past season in getting the grain 
junks through the Canal ; and the officials 
concerned are evidently. anxious to avoid 
another season of such worry. ‘They. are 
right so far, but it- would be. a thousand 
pities to let that magnificent water 
way become obliterated, 
be danger of that result if it is. altogether 
abandoned asa grain route. 

‘We are glad to see tliat the principle of 
providing public worl: for the sufferora 
from famine, hias Geen adopted in the pro- 
vince of Chibli. Li Hung-chaiig reporte 
the construction of two canals, which will 
have the advantage of Helping to drai 
and irrigate the country, and which li 
provided employment for a. number of 
sufferers by the recent drought. The 
funds have been contributed by the 
gentry, for whom rewards aro solicited, 
We congratulate tle Tientsin authoritios 
on the application of this principl 
preference to supporting the suffore 
fdlenves, snd trust that their exemple 
will be followed. 

Our Newonwana corrospondent writes 
on the 2lat December :—The river is 
frozen and looks like sea of small 
bergs, with hardly « cloir patch any- 
and now the snow has conie, all 
chance of skating, unless @ thaw sets in— 
which is not likely with 88 degroos of 
frost—is over for the present, ‘There is a 
rumour that brigandage is rife; but we 
have no fear for the port. The poor 
people must be suffering greatly. 

We learn on good authority that intel- 
ligonce has been received to the effect 
that the insurrection which broke out in 
the south-west of Yunnan in May last, 
aud which led to the capture by insurgent 
bands of the cities of Téug-ytteh (Momein), 
Shun-ning, &c., was precipitated by the 
announcement of an intention on the part 
of the Provincial Goveriitient to exact 
from the inhabitants of the Téug:yiieh 
district the indemuity which waa domaud- 
ed by Great Britain for the Margary a 
It is stated that a fine of 1,000,000 Taols 
was talked of ; and the rage of the popu- 
lation was veuted, in the first instance, 
upon the likin collectors, of whom a cou- 
siderable uumber were murdered, 

We reprint from the Straits Times an 
account of @ serious riot which has 
occurred in Sincarone among the Chinese, 
ub post-offive 
















































aunounoed 
ntion of shutting their shops till 
certain of the head-men who were in cua- 
tody, were released, But the answer of 
the Goverumeat was to call out a detach- 
ment of the 80th Regiment, and march the 
said head-men to the shore, whence they 
were embarked on board the str. Pluto. The 
opportunity was also te to parade 
strong detachment of Marines and Bl 
Jackets from the ships of the Flying 
Squadron, on the Quay ; and the shop- 
Keepers were informed that they lind 
better carry on busiuess ag usual. They 
appear to have accepted the hint, aud 
better appreciation of the iutention of the 
sub-post office seenis to: prevail, ds the 
trouble is said to be over. 
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Gaitovint Selections. 





‘THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT V. PRIVATE 
‘ENTERPRISE. 

‘We spoke recently of the neglected 
state of the Imperial canal north of 
the river Yangtsze, which hinders 
communication between North and 
South, thereby aggravating the dis- 
tress of the inhabitants who, next 
door -to comparative plenty, are 
cut off from deriving any benefit 
from the harvests of their neigh- 
bours. ;The dame state. of affairs, we 
‘are informed, prevails -south of the 
river, on the important line of commu- 
nication between Chinkiang and the 
central cities of Kiangsu. In fact, the 
southern portion of the canal, on which 
several very important cities mainly de- 
pend for their communications with the 
rest of the Empire bas deteriorated 
so that this winter it is absolutely 
impassible for laden boats, We have 
heard lately a good deal of the 
paternal affection of the Chinese Go- 
‘yernment for its people, but unfortu- 
nately when we come to ask what it has 
been: doing, and if the position of the 
people has beon improved since the 
restoration of peace, we in every place 
meet with the same reply—that while 
exactions are increasing, it is as neglect- 
ful as ever of the interests of the 
population. The signs of progress so 
carefully paraded are really but props 
towards supporting a vast monopoly 
in which it is paramount, and towards 
the keeping up of which tho Chinese 
people are nought, except so far as 
they afford a medium for extortion, 
‘We hear of the complaints of the 
officials in the provinces, that they are 
unable to raise from the people the 
amounts required of them; and there 
is reason to believe that the limit 
lias really been’ reached when further 
exactions. fail to increase the supply ; 
but the extraordinary thing is that 
the officers who make these complaints 
still contrive, by some manner or other, 
to accumulate funds for their own uses. 
To take another case, it was but the 
other day that Li Hung-chang was re- 
ported to have come forward with Taels 
400,000 to’supply the needs of the 
* China “Merchants’” Steamer Company ; 
and now we hear of the same association 
being in negotiation to purchase up the 
S.S.N..Co. Yet there are very good 
grounds for the belief that such sums 
have never been earned by the former 
Company, even with the advantages it 
possesses of a monopoly of the rice 
transit to Peking; and we are, there. 
fore, justified in assuming that the 
Company: is only another source of 
burden on the legitimate trade of 
the Empire. Private enterprise has 
always been willing to perform the 
sorvice undertaken by the China Mer- 
chants’ Company, and we do not, by 
“private” enterprise, intend to confine 
the torm to “foreign” private enter. 
prise, It may be a patriotic thing for Li 
to wish to have the River trade carried 








on under the Chinese flag, but the 
needs of commerce have already been 
subserved ; and, with the present exac- 
tions on trade, there has been no 
sign of an increase in that trade. 
It is notorious that his object is to 
exclude foreigners from the position 
they have gained in China, by making 
unprofitable for them the commerce 
which was their object in gaining a 
footing in the country. But the plan 
is economically bad, and it is to be 
regretted that Chinese Statesmen 
cannot be persuaded of this fact. 
Sentimentally considering such a topic, 
we may say that it is right that the 
Chinese Government should have the 
controlling power in all matters within 
its own limits, But practically, as we are 
reminded every day, it ignores many of 
the daties of government, and asks us to 
strengthen its hands in @ continuance 
of its present policy. This is really 
what our so-called support of the 
Central Government amounts to. We 
are committing the same error as in 
Turkey, when, for fear of disturbing 
the status quo, we stood calmly by and 
saw abuses perpetuated on every side. 
Seen in the light of the facts suggested 
above, the fallacy of the arguments of 
the admirers, or pretended admirers, of 
the present system, is apparent. It 
has been a favourite cry, for instance, 
that railways are not wanted in China, 
on account of the perfection of the 
communications. It is strange that 
the very party which has originated 
that cry is at the present moment so 
careless of the communications of the 
Empire, that the central highway from 
North to South is suffered from year to 
year to fall into a worse state of decay. 
It is only too evident that, uttered by 
such a party, the ery of sufficiency of 
communication is only an indication 
of apathy, if not of antagonism, 
With such a government, and where 
our interests, and to a certain extent 
our own reputation, are so greatly at 
stake, it is a mistake to speak of 
treating as we would with a party 
impressed with the responsibilities 
towards its subjects, of governing in 
the interests of the Empire at large. 








THE TURKISH BATH. 


Many of our readers no doubt have 
seen Dr. Erasmus Wilson’s little book 
on the Turkish Bath, and felt bu- 
miliated at the terms in which our 
customary tub is sneered at by 
comparison. “None but a Frank,” 
exclaims the author of the Pillars of 
Hercules, “ would call a miserable 
trough of water a bath.” Dr. Wilson 
is an enthusiast about the Turkish Bath. 
He can hardly find language or imagery 
sufficiently glowing to express his ap- 
preciation of its advantages and its 
delights. “The bath promotes those 
“changes in the blood for which fresh 
“air is otherwise needful. The bath 
“gives us appetite and strengthens di- 
“gestion. The bath serves us in lieu of 
“exercise. ‘The people who use it; 





“writes Mr, Urqubart, ‘do not require 
“exercise for health, and can pass from 


“the extreme of indolence to that of toil.’ ~ 


“ How gloriousa panacea for those home. 
“loving matrons whom no inducement 
“can draw forth from their Lares and 
“Penates to enjoy a daily wholesome 
“exercise, and who, as a consequence, 
“become large, and full, and fat, and 
“pilious, and wheezy ; and who, in their 
“breach of Heaven’s law, lay the foun- 
“dation of heart disease. ‘A nation 
“without the bath is deprived of a large 
“portion of the health and inoffensive 
“enjoyment within man’s reach; it 
“therefore increases the value of a 
“people to itself, and its power as a 
“nation over other people.’” 

But not only does the bath give 
healtia and appetite and enjoyment and 
every known boon which humanity 
can appreciate. It is economical. It 
goes far to render clothing unnecessary. 
Dr. Wilson quotes the case of a little 
boy who had been brought up in a 
bath, and had never worn other clothes 
than @ loose linen garment. “Ho is 
a sturdy little fellow, with the indepen. 
dence of.deportment of an Indian and 
the symmetry of an Apollo.” Ho was 
met one wintry day when the snow 
was on the ground, walking in the 
garden perfectly naked. Did he feel 
cold ? he was asked. “Cold,” said the 
boy, touching his skin doubtfally with 
his finger, “yes, I think I do feel 
cold.” 
“the felt cold to his outward touch, but 
not to his inward sensations; and it 


required that he should pass his 


finger over the surface of his body: 
as he would have done over a marble 


statue, to be sure not that he was ° 


cold, for that he was not, but to be 
convinced that his surface felt cold!” 
We scarcely need to be reminded after 
this that our forefathers, the ancient 
Britons, wore no clothes ; though history 
—other indeed than the history of the 
bath—is hardly Dr. Wilson's strong 
point. When ho tells us that the 
ancient Roman bath, after being kept 
alive for many centuries by the foster 
ing care of the Turks, has come back 
to revisit its ancient haunts and to 
offer to modern Britons “the enjoy. 
ments from which our forefathers 
turned away with contempt asa custom 
of their conquerors !” we are tempted to 
ask—which forefathers aud which con- 
qverors? Dr. Wilson is moralising on 
the discovery of aRoman bath in Chester; 
but the destruction of Chester is usually 
attributed to Saxons and Normans, 
rather than to the ancient Britons, who 


‘That is, explains our author, ° 


were left in undisturbed possession and - 


bad no occasion to harry their own. 


country, 

However, this may be, and even 
though Dr. Wilson’s enthusiasm for 
the Turkish bath may lead him to 
exaggerate its merits, he does leave us 
persuaded that it has great pleasurable 
and sanitary properties ; and it is grati- 
fying, therefore, to icarn that an effort 
is being made to introduce one in 


Shanghai. A project is, we believe, ” 
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on foot for constructing a Turkish 
Bath in connexion with the Astor 
Honse, and receives the cordial 
support of the medical gentlemen 
in tho place, who agree with Dr. 
Wilson in considering it a valuable 
sanitary agent. It is proposed to erect 
the necessary building on a piece of 
land adjoining the Astor House and 
fronting on the Seward Road. The 
probable cost will be about Tis. 8,000, 
which it is proposed to raise by sub- 
scriptions of Tis. 50 each from sixty 
members. This sum is to entitle the 
donor to one bath a-week till his 
subscription is repaid him, which it is 
thought will be accomplished by the 
end of June, 1878. Subscribers will 
be protected during the interval by 
insurance of the premises, and their 
interests generally will be cared for 
by a Committee on which three of our 
medical practitioners have already con- 
sented to serve. Such is, wo believe, 
the scheme which an endeavour will 
be shortly made to carry into effect, 
and to which any one who has read 
Dr. Wilson’s book on “The Eastern 
or Turkish Bath, its History, Revival 
in Britain and Application to the Pur- 
poses of Health”—will cordially wish 
success. 





THE RIOTS AT SINGAPORE. 


Tax serious riots which have lately 
occurred at Singapore, seem to have 
originated in the institution of a sub- 
post office for facilitating the transmis- 
sion of letters and small sums of mone} 
from Ohinese residents to their relativ 
in China, This business has been 
hitherto carried on by private firms, 
who have charged a moderate com- 
mission on remittances. Bat the 
Government appears, for some reason, 
to have desired to create a 

similar to that of our own Post- 
Orders, under Government supervision, 
and for this purpose opened two sub- 
post offices, the conduct of which was 
entrusted to a Chinese firm. The fact 
was very briefly ennonnced in the 
Government Gazefte, and much more 
elaborately by the firm in question, 
who notified the scale of foes that 
would be charged and the advantages 
offered; but took upon themselves to 
imitate the style and form of mandarin 
proclamations in their own country by 
farther stating that, “if people persisted 
in secretly forwarding letters they 
would, when found ont, be strictly 
examined and dealt with according to 
law.” "Now, it can hardly be supposed 
“that the object of the Straits Govern- 
ment was to compel all remittances to 
pass through an official channel ; and 
‘we can very well understand that herein, 
at the ontset, lay a source of misunder- 
stending which was likely to create 
some annoyance. Bat any misappre- 
hension on this score might have been 
easily removed, and would not have 
led to the results which followed, 
thongh it may have been a factor in 
causing the excitement, and very 
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certainly afforded a handle to those who 
were interested in creating it. The 
real originators of the disturbance 
seem to have been the men who had 
been in the habit of carrying on this 
business, and who spread reports and 
posted proclamations of the most in- 
flammatory tendency. “The poorest 
coolie who comes here (to quote the 
words of the Straits Times), is always 
anxions to communicate news of him. 
self, and receive news of his family and 
relations in China, and remit money to 
them ont of his earnings in this 
comparative El Dorado. A practical 
monopoly of this postal and banking 
business has been in the hands of 
certain Chinese, and there is no doubt 
it proved a large and lucrative 
business to them at the expense of the 
poorer classes. It was interference 
with this monopoly, by extending to 
the poorer classes the’ benefits of the 
post-office money, order system, that 
gave occasion to the riot. ‘The mono- 
polists .and their agents carefully 
inoculated the coolies and the lower 
classes generally with the idea that 
what the opening of the Chinese sub- 
post office meant was an unjust 
squeeze’ by the police, which must be 
resisted at all hazards, or it would be 
impossible for a pct man to remit 
money to his father and mother. Just 
as, some time ago, there was an in- 
explicable, but for a time ineradicable, 
head-hunting panic among the lower 
classes, so now the equally absurd legend 
was that every coolie who wished to 
remit money to his friends must first pay 
$80 to the police. The seeming in- 
justice struck at the strongest fecling 
in the Chinese heart, and the anger of 
the ignorant credulous coolie was 
skilfally wronght up by scheming 
rascals for their own pt ” 

‘The result was that, soon after the 
Post-office had been opened for business, 
‘a riotous crowd collected and gutted it. 
The Police were attacked when they 
arrived on the scene, and attacks were 
made on the Police Station with so 
much determination that the Police 
were obliged to fire onthe mob. They 
eventually succeeded in dominating the 
rioters without calling out the military, 
and arrested a considerable number. 
Tho shops, however, were closed, in 
obedience to another proclamation ad- 
vising that provisions should not be sold 
to the Barbarians; and when some 
members of the Municipal Council en- 
deavoured to explain. to the dealers 
their misapprehension, and to induce 
them to resume business, they were met 
by a request that twelve head-men who 
were in custody should be firet set at 
liberty. This impudent request was 
very properly met by sending the 
men in question on board 
armed steamer Pluto, there to remain 
until peace and order were restored. 
A nomber of other head-men were also 
summoned to the office of the Colonial 
Secretary, who warned them that if the 
dealers did not open their shops as 
ordered, the consequences to them would 








be serious. At tho samo time, certain 
of the rioters who were in custody were 
sentenced to severe terms of punish. 
ment, These decided measures seem 
to have had their due effect; the shops 
were opened, and though the excitement 
is not ended, order seems to be ina 
fair way of being restored. It is note 
able that no word has been said 
throughout against the British Govern- 
ment, ‘Tho indignation is showered 
out upon the Chinese firm entrusted 
by the authorities with the working of 
the new system, and no language is too 
bad to describe the iniquity and ox- 
tortionate designs of which it is accused, 
Nor is it difficult to understand 
how designing individuals could mis- 
represent the, measure, to the terror 
and vexation of the ignorant classes, 
who believed themselves exposed to gross 
injustice and extortion. It is to bo 
regretted that, so far, the punishment _ 
which must be dealt out to breakers of 
the law, bas faiien only upon the men 
actively engaged in the riot; but we 
share the hope expressed by the Straits 
‘Times, that the Government will suc- 
ceed in detecting the authors of the 
proclamations, who are tho really guilty 
parties, and will mete out to them the 
punishment they deserve. 





REVIEW. 


The Chinewe Recorder and 
Tiaslownry fag November 
The Chinese Recorder and Missionary 
Journal for Novembor-December opens 
with an interesting paper by Dr. 8. W., 
Williams on the ‘Voyages of tho Ships 
Himmaleh and Morrison in the year 1837.” 
This is a roview of threo works published 
in 1837-8-9, describing voyages in Malaysia, 
and to Loochoo and Japan, made in the 
ships uamed, with » view to the promotion 
of commerce and tho discovery of new 
openings for mission work. Tho paper 
boing itaclf a condensation, wo can hardly 
‘attempt to condense it further, and must 
content ourselves with pointing to it as ® 
very interesting record of wall nigh for- 
gotten expeditions in ly years of 
our intercourse. But we note one incid- 
ent, in order to quote the adventures of 
three Japanese sailors, ‘The voyage of the 
Morrison to Loochoo and Japan was 
undertaken owing to the presence in 
Macao of seven shipwrecked Jupanoso, 
in restoring whom to their homes it was 
thought intercourse might 
Three of thom wi ld 
of fourteen, whose junk had been driven 
bya gale beyond Vries Island, out’ into 
the Pacific Ocean, in November, 1830 ; and 
after drifting for thirteen moons, during 
h all their comrades had died of scurvy, 
‘had gone ashore on Queen Charlotte’ 
and, Sir George Simpx 
son's Bay Fur Company, 
ong the Indians, rescued them and sent 
,emto England, whencethey reached China 




















1, of iud- 
heard of them 





the | iu 1836. Four others had been wrecked. 


in 1835, on the Samar Islands, south-onat 
of. Luzonia; whence after many hard- 
ships among the natives, they had. 
reached Manila, and been sent across to 
Macao, to find their way home to Nagasald, 
through the aid of the Chinese authorities, 
—But the ship was fired on, the exiles were : 
refused permission to land, and ‘had to'be ; 
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brought back.to Canton, where they died, 
without ever again setting foot on their 
ive Iqnd, 

next peperia on. he term 







“Jehovah,” 






issions, at Hankow and the 
other river station: 

‘The Rev. Dr. Edkins contributes an 
interesting and graphic description of the 
“Obian-V’an si—or Monastery of the Sandal- 
wodd. Buddha,” at ‘Peking, wherd 
witnessed one of ‘the sacred dances—really 
Buddhist plays—which we find so often 
réferted’'to"by travellers in Tartary and 
Central “Asia.” “In the ‘one in-question, 
eighty: Jamas took part, -masked ‘to 
represent the different -metamorphoses 
ofthe deities they personate. 











ire absence of e: 

‘and ‘of rapidity in movement, the 
slow, minuet: attention -paid to 
costume, the religious charactor of 
masqued personages, the entrance of di 
nities into a dramatic scene where they 
walk in procession, with represent: of 
the animal tribes, are all characteristic of 
these religioas plays,” 

















iaya. 


The Rov,.B: Helin coutributos « paper, to | 


the discussion of the torms “Shei 
Shang:ti.”—A nnmber of lett 
subjects, items of mi 
nona-follow ; and the.numbor closes with 
of Recont Publications. 











@utports. 





NEWCHWANG. 


‘Tho str. Ping-on, the last of the season, 
loft on the 24th ultimo, “‘Phere'is too much 
iso:in tho :xiver ‘to do much, even if 
another .ateamer) wore to, come, although 
‘af times amall native boats paddle past, 
running considerable danger, Last year 
‘the Fiver was frozen over early in Decem- 
ber, but this season it: has gone: back-to 
the'old style—aftor Xmas.—There is. very 
little doing in. the Settlement except 
squaring up accou 

muimber of po 














migrants have come 


across from Shiantung, and I-fear there | b; 
must be mush suffering among them —In | 9 


the vicinity. of the port some daring 
attempts: at burglary. (generally at houses 
whore, only. x lady was living) have taken 
plagé ; but no harm. has been done ; and 
‘we. may: feel. pretty. secure, as our new 
Commissioner, Mr. Moorhend, ia.makivg 
use of. the Customs Guard to, patrol ound 
the, Settlement. 

-Bales of, opium are reported at Tle. 450 
‘yg. Ts. 460 per peoul, 

atkat Deo. 











MINGEO. 











rovik musical and literary eutertain- 
pei which five ladies and ten geutle- 
mertookipart. Dr. 'Coles:presided at the 
piano; playing. 


| Hoare, 


vai | and Provincial trocy 


goveral. pieces; during the | Arth 








ing, aud aleo joining a lady in two 
rumental duets. Mr. J. L.E, Palm 
read, with excellent effect, ‘Nothing to 
Wear,” ‘Mr, Wadman sang ‘The. Monks. 
of Old ;” avd. readings from Shakespeare, 
Hood,.kc., wero admirably given by 
Rev. Messrs. Leyenberger, Butl 
‘Two ladies sang’ solos; a 
choir-of five male and threes cet 
rendered “Sweet is, the Light” and a 
Christmas Carol very finely. The audi 
shewed their appreciation of the efforts 
made for their entertainment by repeated 
and prolonged applause. 
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FOOCHOW. 
Ibis with much regret that wolearn from 


the Foochow Herald the sudden death of 
Mr. ©. Oarroll, H. Vice-Consul at 
(Bagoda Anchorage. Mr. Carroll had heen 
in) weak health -for;a considerable time 
prior to his decease. By hiis ntimely end, 
the Consular Service i d of au old 
‘and experienced oficer of nearly twonty 
years standing.—The Herald records « 
ery. terious enoounter -batmeen Honan 
t apps 
regiment of the former, being und 
for Formosa, were about to leave for 
Pagoda Anchorage without effect 
customary settlement of: accounts, 
of money due to certain rice, 
claimed, and coolly repudiated 
Honan men, who, in additi 

payment of tho claims, ill-used thi 
keepers ; whereupon the latter called on 
he Provincial troops, quartered at tho 
‘South Camp, for assistance. A reguli 
mélée ensued, in which three men 




























































(Whe -shindy lasted for about 
‘and: was only terminated 
tion of nearly the 
morning, the Hon 
the i “Arsenal, but on 
there they -matinied and retu 
Jand to the City, where they 
in open deGiauce of the Authorities, and 
tortor to the peacoful inhabitants, Five 
of the ringl led_on 
‘Tuesday, and-moro are awaiting punish- 
ment. It is not: the -first-time that we 
hhaye had occasion tg. notice the rutliauly 
behaviour of these Hovan troops, and 
when they take their congé, the order 


















inhabitants of the city and suburbs will | fe 


have good roason to rejoice on being ridded 
ich posts. {If they desire to try cou 
clusions with the Formosan Aborigines, 
(concerning which we entertain grave doubt) 
ey will get fighting to their heart’s content. 
—Mr, Henderson, the Chief: Coast Lights 
Engineer, is making big anuual. survey of 
the, Light-houses, in the.steamer Fe 
Entries for the Races have closed,—Th 
A.-D.'C. promise anothor performance. 
‘The Market Report ofthe 29th Dec. 
seya a moderate business has been re- 
orted in tea during theweok. Congou.— 
jettlementa continue to be made on the 
of previous quotations. ‘There is 
yntly firmer feeling on the part of 
holders. ‘Trausactions amount to:12,432 
thoataat Tis. 5 @,13}- Souchoug.—Settle- 
mente. $37 ches(s:at.Tis. 11 a 20, Qo- 
longs, Scented Teas and Flowery Pekov.— 
In these sorts no business 






































axior, 


A Naval Court was held at.Amoy on the 
27th December, by order of Commauder 
Walter Stowart, in command of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s ship Growler, for the 





purpose of investigating the circumstances | Club 


attending -the loas of. a seaman on board 
the British schooner Constance Wilson, on 
the morning of the 18th November, 1876, 
in latitude 35.34 N. and longitude 24.26 EF, 
‘The following decision was arrived at :— 
“The Court having deliberately w 
and contidered the statement made by Mr. 





hur. Reunie Spence, maater,.as well as 











idence (upon oath) git 
‘itseasen called, of 
the sea was too rough at the time of the. 
accident for launching a: boat 
bined with the behaviour of the Chin 
crey in not carrying out the captain’s 
orders, all chance of saving the man was, 
lost ; and we do hereby exonerate the cap- 
tain from all bleme. 

We note that the evidence given by 
John J. Ogrist, able scamay, was moat 
unsatiafactory.” 




















OANTON. é 
The flower boats at Kuk Fow, Canton, 





complaint of Dr. Kerr, but sincethat 
leman's departure the bont-owners 
gradually returned to the spot, Soi 
Vagabonds in the neighbourhood endea 
oured to levy a black-mail on them, T! 
was not complied with, and 
sought @ chance to create a riot aud to 
throw the blame on the boat-owners, so 
that the authorities would drive away the 
boats and be thus made the tools of vengé 
auce. In the same neighbourhood, there 
has been recently eatablished an eativg- 
house, somewhat similar to the Hang-fu-low 
wherein sing-song partien could be 
given. .No better, opportunity, could have 
occurred to carry out the wishes of the 
rowdies, and they accordingly yot up, a 
fow days ago, » riot on some pretext oF 
other, smashing up everything in the house, 
which they made « complete wreck. ‘The 
rime mover of the rowdy party, a tailor 
in the same,street,, then got up.a petition, 
which he headed with his own uame, 
charging the boat-owners and the proprietor. 
the eating-louse .with .keoping immoral 
and with being the cause, of 
the disturbauce. ‘The petition also charged 
the ‘Namhoi Magistrate with receiving 
bribes, and other military officials and 
yamén runners with being owners of some 
of these establishments. ‘The Viceroy 
ordered the Provincial Judge, in conjunc 
tion with other officials, to make a search- 
ing enquiry i 























































HONGKONG, 

‘The Portuguore resi 
have been much inte 
fitting reception to-the G 
Macao, Sehor Carreo da Silva, 
ew Bishop of Mac 









putation 
ity cand a 
number of the. clergy. The ateam-lauuch 
Victoria was placed nt their servic» by the 
Government, and the Bishop landed in. 
her soon after three o'clock. ‘The Governor 
landed in the barge of the Portugueso 
gunboat Zejo at Poddary. Wharf, a few 
yoiuutas before four o'clock, under aanlute 
from the shore battery.” A guard: of 
honour from the 28h Regiment, with the 
band, was drawn up to receive him. 
There was a good number of the Portuguese 
residents prosout, and.a fair sprinkling of 
other nationalities. Addresses were pre- 
sonted to the distinguished visitors at the 
jub Lusitano on the following evening. 
The Daily'Press remarks that there has 
not been a resident Bishop of Macao for 
upmards of twenty years.—The U.S, flag- 
ship Tennessee, with Admiral Reynolds, 
arrived in Hongkong on the 28th ulto. © 
Admiral Ryder and Admiral: Reynolds : 
exchanged visits of ceremony on the follow- ' 
iug-day, when the usual salutes, were. fired - 
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by both ships.—he Chi 
Ben 


nesses ia to proceed, in a few days to | mi 





Bangkok, and the Ashueloi . 
pany her as tender,—the Tennessee’ being 
unable to cress the bar there. 

‘Che Daily Press says—The New Year was 
woloomed in Hongkong by the firing of 
guns, theletting off of rockets aud crackers 
in various parts of the town and afloat, 
and the rinj of the Cathedral bells, 
Among the shipping the steamships Belgic, 
Leonor, and Bowen were couspicuous by 
the brilliance of their illuminations.—Mr, 
Philippo, the new Attorney-General for 

mg, arrived by the Khiva.—Au 
hias been presented to the new 
1 of Macao, His Excellency Seuhor 


ano. Ithad 
also beon intonded to present an address 
tothe Bishop, but this had to be: 
on account of his Lordahip’s 
The address, which was Wa 
presented to the Governor by Mr, Noronha, 
who was introduged by -Mr. J. J. 
His Excellency replied to tho 
fa short speech, in which he 
olf to do all in his power to 
fhe condition of Macao. Ou the 
proposition of Mr, Remedios, cheers wore 
given for tho Governor, for t 
Macno, and for the Portuguose in China. 
His Excollonoy then proposed cheers for 
tho King of Portugal and for the Hongkong 
community. On the following morning 
His Excellency left Hongkong for Macao 
in the Portuguese gunboat Tejo.—A 
‘consolation race, between the two four-oared 
Canton cutters ‘manned by the officers of 
8, Kearsarge und the oflicers of 
28th Regiment was pulled off on 
afternoon. The Regimental 
She “took tho 
being in much smoother 
nent, who before 
‘The time 
ALE, 
ds, of 












































r) 
Saturday 
bout got the inshore place. 








the U.S.S. Tennessee, followed the race 
ch, 


on board the Government steam- 
Admiral Ryder on his own 


a 
63.0, No rain fell during the week, 





NAGASAKI, 


The Rising Sun'says that during the 
blow on the night of the 26th ult., most of 
tho vessel in. the harbor dragged their 
auchora, the Thistle having got wnpleas- 
antly near to the mud in shore, ren- 
doring it necoosary to, got up ateam in 

it 
hi 








order to get out of the difficulty. 

appears that the anchors supplied to 
gunboats are much too light, bu 
it is intended to supply, them with others 
as soon as they can be got out from home. 
The ship Mary Fraser (which had only 
recently been saved from wreck) was at 
the time lying at the mouth of th 
‘and was'blown over on to the north side, 
nearly disposing of the little schooner 
which has been lying there the last few 
‘months fitting out, but beyond some 
trifling damage to her upper works the 
small craft did not sustain any injury.— 
Fires occurred on the evening of the 29th 
ult., in the villages of Okumatsa and 

‘Thirty-seven houses were burnt 

ricksha was proceeding at a smart 
speed along Hamano Machi, one of the 
came off, precipitating the unfor- 
fare through the glass window of 
.& shop, cutting his face very badly ; 
Inckily, however, he escaped further 
jury. Tutending birera of these. ¥% 
are.advised to.examine them well 
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as. many are. in 


~-aagaging :.them,- 










id | turned loose in tho quarter. 
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condition—a 





sha runners, and rearin; 
its balance, falling upon Mr. Olarovaky, 
severely injuring his right sido and wriat. 
‘The Cosmopolitan Press says that on the 
23rd ultimo, the harbour was filled to an 
extraordinary degree with ‘a red slimy 


during the day the aj 
Te was said to besa 

noko, ‘The effect at nig] 
notwithstanding the pale moonlight, 
moreso when the phosphorescentglare upon 
the water was disturbed by theslight breeze. 
Such a phenomenon has not appeared for 
many years, and the fishermen predict an 


yearance of red paint. 













d| extraordinary supply of sardines for s 





long time to come.—A Bachelora’ Ball is 
proposed to take place shortly, which it is 
hoped will do something toward relioving 
the awful duilness that prevails hore. 








HI0G0. 


Tho News asys anything that is said 
about the forthcoming visit of the Mikado 






at first oxpectod, for it is now 
H.LM. will stay hero for some d 
J, which may be on or soon after 
the 7th instant, The place of his abode 
in not fiually announced, but will be either 
the Mitsui Bank or the Post Office, the 
Intter being at present considered’ the 
more probable, Nothing has yet beon 
mooted of any organised demonstration on 
the part of the foreign community, though 
the News would scarcely think they would 
allow auch an occasion to pass unregarded, 
—An extract from the Akebono Shimbun 
says that the disturbances in Ibaraki 
Ken aro increasing in magnitude every 
day. Artillery had been’ aent from the 
Koshikawara Oamp, Tokio. 























YOKOHAMA, 
‘The Gazette given details of an extra- 
ordinary fracas between Japaness and 





@ body of men ashore from the Prussian 
corvette Vineta, which took place 
20th ult:, in Takashima-cho. It originated 
fn a drunken row among the anilors them. 
selves, which some Japanese policemen 
quell. Their arrival, inatead 
ting, heightened the disorde 
excited nailors commencing first to stone 
them, and then to attack 














otis, jinricksha and other coolies, armed 
with ‘staves and atones, coming to the as- 
sistance of the police, and for a time it 
appeared as if pandemonium had 






fallen and the darkness added to the con- 
fasion, Th ets were unlighted, and 





ened to close their shops. ‘The sailors 
armed themselves by breaking off the 
shafts of jinrickshas, which they seized for 
the purpose, and the fight becaine general. 
‘The casualties among the us are one 
man killed ; ove man, lying in the British 
Naval Hospital, with’a wound five inches 
deep, on the top of the skull, penetrating 
the brain, in ao critical « condition that his 
recovery can hardly be hoped for ; and 
‘even’ men taken on board, threé‘of whom 
are ‘very saverely injured and suffering 
from cerebral symptoms, while three are 
less dangerously but very seriously 
wounded. Of the Japanese, two police- 
men and several coolies have been badly 
beaten, but the native who appears to 

fared worst, is » laboring man who 



























matter floating on the water, presenting | Se 


the tradesmen in the neighborhood hast- | di 


had no partin ‘the row, and was re-| Bi 
| turving quietly Strom his” work when | bay 





\t | he unfortunately encountered the sailors, 


who knocked him about the head 
until he was nearly scalped. The wounded 
Japanese are all in a fair way of recovery. 
—Agrarian riots seem to be increasing, and 
it is anid that the town of Nagoya has been 
attacked -and fired in” several plac 
by the rioters.—Hlis Majesty the Mikedo 
has presented 3,000 yen to the blind asylum, 
lately established by Messrs, Yamao, 
sims, Sugiura, Komatsu and four others.— 
wveral new railways are projected in Japan, 
one or mote of which will:be commenced 
early in the presont year.—A thief entered. 
the premises of Mr. Barucca, watchmaker, 

















and stole his clothes which he had doffed 


for-the night, In the pocket of his 
was s valuable watch and chain, which of 
course also disappeared.—The dinner at 
the Tenpernce Hall on Christmas-day 
was not the success in point of attendance 
as it has been in the past, Doubtless the 
fact of leave having been stopped on board 
the American man-of-war, in consequence 
of the fracas between the Japancso and 
Germans, was the principal cause of ao fow 
sitting down to partake of tho good things 
provided, ‘The Hall was handsomely do- 

corated. 
‘The Herald says Yokohama harbour is 
1g up, oF shallowing, at the rato of 




















**/ about one foot per annum.—A football 


match, “Yokohama v. Yedo and H.B.M.’s 
Modeste” resulted in favour of the lat- 
tor, the Settlement thus suffering thelr 
first defeat of the season.—The annual 
meeting of the Race Club has been held, 
‘The abstract of accounts showed the 
year’s receipts to have beon $12,436.59, 
aud the expenditure $9,676.97, leaving a 
balance inhand of $2,760.22, TheChairman, 
congratulated the members on the flourish- 
ing condition of the finances of the Club, 
and said that showed that the un- 
had occurred durin; 

the past year had not done the Club mu 
harm, as was proved by the balance in hand. 
boing slightly larger thun at the correspond- 
ing period of last your. No ono putti 
question relativeto the accoun! 
on the motion of Mr, Winataul 
by Mr. Counter, 
tho ballot for a new committ: 
proceeded with, and the following wera 
elected :—Moasrs, W. J. Cruickshank, A, 
B. Watson, 0. Braun and ¥. B. 



























report and 
accounts showed the Association to bo in 
‘ somewhat better position than last year. 
The following were elected on the new 
committes :—Messrs. Dodds, Hamilton, 
Kilby, A. H. Dare, aud 0. R. Hall. Mr. 
4. H. Dare then proposed and Mr. 
Hamilton seconded : *That.an invitation 
be ont to the Athletes of Kobe, Nagasaki, 
Shaughai and Hongkong to compete at the 
next Spring Movting of tho Association,” 
It was pointedout that, althongh invitations 
liad been sent by the Rowing Club, nothing 
had been done by this Association, and as 
Hongkoug liad promised to seud's crow, 
and pethaps some of the other ports would 
tame, it would be agood opportunity 
to invite gentlemen from the-other porta 
to attend the mecting and to hold it about 
the same times tho boat-race. The pro- 
position was carried wunuimously.—A. vory 
succeseful paper hunt wes liad on Ohrist- 
mas-day. Me. W. P. Mitchell, while riding 
Othello to the mect, the pony bolted, 
and in attempting to jump some atones 
by the sido of ‘the Crock, fell heavily, ° 
whereby Mr. Mitchell's shoulder was 
dislocated,—Translating from the -Yoko- 
hama Shimbun, the Herald’ says that, 
according to a telegram from ‘Miya 
kien, it neoms that the insurgents tried to 
Tand at Yamada and storm the place, but 
wore repulaed by its ga he stores 
of the brauch office of i 
haye not been injured, but the, Mita 
jishi branch office and some other! houses 




















ye 
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The Akebono Shimbun says telegraphic 
lines are being established between the 
War Department and the station at 
Nihonbashi, and connection “with every 
garrison town is being completed. 

‘The Mail saya the news from Nagoya 
concerning tho Miyo Ken is sufficiently 
alarming, Telegraphic despatches an- 
noupee that serious disturbance has 
broken out among the farmers of Isé, who 
seem to have given way to uncontrolled 
riot, the cau 
now mode of levying the Iand-tax. The 
outbreak commenced at Kumodza, the 
Hoterafrom which place were quickly joined 
by some from Useno, Kambé, Yokkai- 
chi, and Kuwana, in the Miyé ken, and 
others from the ' neighbouring Aichi 
ken, Asthey gained in numbers they seem 

increased in violence, and 
reported that the important towns of 
and Matsuzaka, and th 
Uyeno ‘and Shiroku hi to, 
and. it is also feared that Yokkaichi has 

































not entirely escaped. ° Traffic along the 
Tokaidd is interruptod. Mr. Kitadai, 
Gon Daijé of the Naimusho, with other 





officials and a strong force of police, have 
been despatched by steamer to the dis- 
turbed district, and it is to be presumed 
that the troops of the Nagoya garrison 
will be called upon to aasi 

the riot.—Tho same paper says the long 
felt want of a system of Pilotage Regul 
tions has been filled by th 

cvde under the hands of the Prime Minister, 


———— 


Peking Gazettes, 









ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES, 

Noy. 28th,—The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is ocoupied with a memorial from 
the Governor-General and Governor at 
Canton, with reference to the observations 
made by the Consor Hwang Hwa’ 
malpractices in tho constabulary ai 
ments of the province of Kwanyt 









yenterday’s Gazette). The 
memorinls woro referred by a 
dated 22nd January, 1876, to the 
provincial authorities for report ; aud hia 
} ‘allegations respecting abuses in the matter 

pprehension and trial of criminale in 
the province aro mot with a general denial. 
Touching his assertion that persons of the 
criminal’ class had beon 















ment in tho Marit Prove 
aervico, and commit piratical depredations 
under one pretext or anothior, it is stated 
that a communication had been addressed 
to the Inte Superintendent of Customs, 
‘Wan Tien, who had replied to the follow- 
ing effect :~—"" The junks of the proventi 
service having been destroyed by the 
typhoon of September, 1874, report was 
made to the Throne of the intention to 
hase four vessels for the sorvice. 
junks were procured hereupon, 
which wore named respectively the T’ung 
Shéng, Pung Hai, and Mung Tsing. ‘The 
flags carried by theso craft lad characters 
inscribed upon them declaring them to be 
isers of the Maritime 

justoma of Kwangtung, and the unifor: 
ed for the actual number 

































part of the headmenin charge, the soarchers, 
or the crew, It is wi the limits of 
poss lity that fraudulent imitations of the 
flags and uniforms employed have been 
made use of by lawless persons.” —With 
reference to the case of Colonel Tai, the 
charges brought against him are absolutely 
denied; aud the absence of any proof of 











being their objection to the | i 








“the Censor’a allegations is commented upon. 





A cettificate of his high character, obtained 
from the provincial’ Admiral, is quoted. 
Captain Hwang T'ien-yian, who is accused 
of harbouring prostitutes, keeping gam- 
bling houses, é&c., is found to have been 
slack in the performance of hia duty in 
effecting the arrest of certain noted crimi- 
nals whom he was commissioned to ap- 
prehiend, and the Censor’s charges against 
him are’ ascertained to be well found 
the 23rd of June last, but it 
ested that this fact may not stand 
y of the infliction of the pun. 
ment he has deserved, in order that a 
selutary warning may be conveyed to 
others.—Resoript: Let Tai Ch’ao-tao be 
exempted from further proceedings. Let 
Hwang Vien-yian be stripped of official 
rank ; and let stringent measures be taken 
for the capture of the criminals who re- 
main at large, whom it must be looked 
upon as essential to bring to justice. Let 
the proper Boards take note. 

Nov. 29th,—(1) The Censor Téng K’ing- 
ling memorialises exposing his views on 
certain points connected with the ad- 

tration of the criminal law, in regard 
to which, in his opinion, a reform of practice 
urgently required. His observations are 

i he following order 

and military officials condemned 
to banishment should be sent forward to 
their allotted destinations at the time fixed 
by law. It appears that this rule is in 
many cases neglected, 20 that officials who 
have been sentenced to ban 
often allows i 
years together. 
Board of Punishme led upon 
to enforce the regulations in this respect. 

2, The rehearing of cases referred back 
from Peking to the provinces on a] 
should not be conducted before the offi 






















































Tung-hiang 
district in Sze-ch’wan Gazettes of 
October, 29th and 30th ) is referred to as a 








3. Scrutiny should be made as to the 
antecedent. reports on record respecting 
military officials whou charged with criminal 
acts. 







cases why of irregul: 
character are found ou revision to 
een inflicted on prisoners under ordinary 
jentence of a capital character. 

A rescript, referring the memorial for 
consideration by the Boardof Punishments, 
has already appeared. 

(6) The Censor Hwang Huwai-shén 
inlises on the faulty condition of 




















the coni ary in gti 
where crime of lent character is 
ingly rife. He dwells upo 





practice locally known as ta fan—tha 
of levying black-mail under threat of 
robbery to be committed, unless a demand 
for a payment of money sent before-hand 
be complied with by a specified tim 
he asserts that members of the criminal 
claes had committed depredations of » 
piratical character whilst sailing in the 
‘cruisers of the Maritime Customs of Canton, 
named the Tung Chéng, Tung Hai, and 
Tung Shéug, wider pretence of searching 
for smugglers, and under cover of flags 
and uniforms which they had improperly 
been allowed to take out. (See Gazette of 
yesterday.) 

Nov. 30th.—(Court Circular). HoKing, 
the newly appointed Governor-General of 
Min-chéh, had audience of I 

(1) A decree, ordering the vacant post of 
Erefect of Ytinnan Fu to be filled up by 
selection on the part of the high provincial 
authorities from among the prefects now 
serving in the province. ‘The vacancy 
thus entailed is to be filled by the appoint- 


ment of Li Yen-show BE Gr #5, 





































with some 
roponed by 

the case 
functionaries of tho 
Province of Fuhkien, including the late 
Governor-General Li Ho-nien, for neglect, 
in hhis case, to denounce’ the short- 
comings of his subordinates. The Board 
has proposed that the late Governor. 
Goueral be degraded three steps and 
removed from his present to another 
employ. Instead of this, he is degraded 
three ateps, but left in office, 

(3) The Board of Punishments reports 
upon the trial of servant of one of the 
Censors for causing the doath of a certain 
individual whom he had placed in durance 
for purposes of extortion. ‘The caso aro: 
out of a claim for rent owing, a 
main charge ia disposed of as unfounded ; 
though for irregular conduct both the 

d his late employer, tl 
idged to have rendered 


modification, thi 





































Dec. 1at,—(1) ‘The acting Governor- 
General of Hu-kwang ropresents that it 
is impossible to carry out the Board of 
Rovenue’s_w 










ion, the grain tax has beon paid 
order to remit the tax in 
‘as in now proposed, it would be 
ry to rebuild the granaries through- 
out the province, and construct new grain 
vessels at an enormous cost, To send the 
grain by steamer to Shanghai for tranship- 
nent would entail great expense, and if 
that were contemplated it would be better 
to buy the rice on the spot. It would be 
a great hardship on the people to revert 
suddenly to a system which was superseded 
years ago, and especially at tl 
present moment’ when the province is 
suffering from bad crops, It is requested 
that the Board be dircoted to reconsider 
the matter, and meanwhile for the presout 
year the grain contribution will be com- 
muted by & money paymont ashi 
(2) The Governor-Gen 
Kinng, the G 
T t 



































Governor of Kiangau, 
ng that the grain 
contribution fro districts north of the 
Yangteze may for a few years be sont by 
sea, until the Grand Canal is again clear 
throughout. They represent that the 
grain supply from Kiangeu and Chokiang, 
as well as the rico purchased by the pro: 
vince of Hupeh for transmission to Peking, 
is all sont by sea; it is only somo 100,000 
piculs from the country north of the ¥: 

{ezo that goes by canal, 
on merely to prevent the system from fall- 
ing into desuetude. The memorialista 
find fault with the present plan of supplying 
the canal with water from the Yellow 
‘The bed of the canal is on a level 
the surface of the river, and in order 
to bring in a supply of water, it has bi 
ig «canal 9,000 fect in length, 
broad, and 3 feet deep. But, ask 

ialists, how 

the canal rises? and th 
is that it is owing to 
the waters let in from the Yellow River. In 
a few yoarsmore, if this plan be persiated in, 
the bed of the Grand Canal will be higher 
than the banks, and its overflowing waters 
will bring deatruction on the country north 
and south, 

































































the injury the cessation of grain transport 
vill cause to the agriculturista and local 
trade, the memorialists have no desire 
that the water system should suffer 
because grain is transported by sea, ‘Tho 
Hwai districts have funds at their 

posal which can be employed in doing 
what way be necessary; but so far as 
the transport of grain is concerned, it in 
considered better to try tl 

some years, when, if the inland water 
communication be ‘practicable, the former 
method will again be recommended.— 
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Referred to the Board of Revenue for 
consideration. 

(8) The Consor Wén-ming roquests that 
the sum of Tix, 3,600 may be granted as 
Jusual out of the funds of the Imperial 
Household for the purchase of wadded 
clothes for the. poor of Peking, (Already 








ports the re-hearing of a ca 
appeal had been made at Peking. ‘Two 
tting off fireworks, 
andin a fight with kuives which ensued, 
one of the men was killed. His assailant 
was duly condemned to death, but the 
uncle of the murdered man suspecting that 
the prime mover had kept behind the 
Inia a charge at the m 
‘Tho chargo was dismissed, and tho un 
roturned home, to die, happened, 
within - threo days. ‘His nephew, the 
brother of the murdered inan, then started 
for Peking to make the same charges, with 
additions. For proceeding direct to 
Peking without first appealing to the au- 
thorities of his province, he has committed 
an offence for which the poualty is fifty 
blows, ‘The charges lodged ‘by him wer 
falao, but as they had originally been m 
by the uncle now dead, this offence may 
bo pa 
(2) The samo official gives the names of 
six military officers whose dismissal 
rotirement hie would urge. Now that mili- 
tary operations have ceased in the pro- 
vince, it is desirable to clear # i 
of any officers who, on the expiral 
their torm, aro found to be incompetent 
bad health, —Granted, 
r official requests that the 
ict Magistrate of Ch’é-ché be 
deprived of 


to arrest within the prescribed time some 
of the criminals implicated in tho murder 
of a family of ton persons.—Granted, 

(4) ‘Tho two Censors charged to super- 
vise the transport of rice to the capital, 
roquent that full force may be given to the 
regulation which provides that the agi 
and cart engaged in bringing the 
Government rice from Tungchow shall be 
made to pay fifty per cent, over the market 
price for any rice ahort delivered. Owing to 
the laxity with which this rule has been 
enforced, men of the lowest class sro 
hired to bring up tho grain, and the 
natural consequence ia every possible kind 


of 
(6) 























































































gexia Commi i may 
handed to tho Board for the award of a 
penalty. His offenco is that the rice f 





warded by theG: 
ing. By regulation, the rice from Kia 
should be delivered by the be) 
Moy, but this yoar the 
was as Inte as tho beginning of Novemb 
a allowed, were met with 
Yellow River, but this y 
exceeded that of former 
years, wud the provin 
to know that the rej 
dead letter.—Reseript in 
published, 

Dec, 3rd.—Jui-lien, Military Governor 
of Jeli-ho, memorialixes with reference to 
the condition of the Tinperial Hunting 
Ground (to the north of the Great Wall), 
object of the existence of which, he 

is to enable the military forces 
tate to be inured to ths t of 
warfare, and to afford an area within which 
the Sovereign’s vassals may be arrayed 
under the Imperial sway. An institution 
upon which successive rulers have bestowed 
80 much careful attention should not be 
allowed to to decay ; but, in the 
early yoara of the reign of 1 
fourteen years ayo), t 
Governor, Jui 



























i 
assent already 






































of the Hunting 
t under cultivation. 
wuccessor, K'i-k’ing, farther encouraged 
this mistaken policy, with most, baneful 
results ; and the resolution firmly adopted 





by 
ki-t’ai, to restore the ancient system, was 
ybandoned before long. The cause of this 
tato of affairs is that employment was 
given to dishonest persons, but also th: 
those who inaugurated the proposals 
juestion lost sight of the great princi 
ples involved, in view of a trifling 
gain to be obtained. The preseut me- 
morialist has made a personal inspection of 
the locality, and has already presented a 
general report on the state of affairs. 
Trretrievable on the whole though the 
condition of the question may be, he is 
nevertheless anxious to contribute, if it be 
in only an_ infinitesimal degree, toward a 
measure of reform ; and he consequently 
submits a series of proposals with this end 
in view. Of the 72 wei or parks (enclosures) 
into which the Hunting Ground is mapped 
out, 31 have already been surveyed and 
thrown open to cultivators, With these it 
is thought impossible now to interfere ; 
and all that can be done is to impose 
stringent orders to prevent enc 
upon the wilds of theremaining 41 
‘The Hunting 
(1,400 
Area, the authority exercised over it by the 
officials who are at present invested with 
control over differentsectionsof thecountry, 
i Prefect of Ch’éng-téh Fu, tie 
Piing-te'tian Chow, and two 
‘Magistrates, is almost 
nominal. now proposed that a special 
Sub-Prefect shali be appointed to control 
the revenue and police administration of 
the Hunting Ground alone. It is farther 
proposed that, with reference to the 180,000 
mow of land under cultivation, which h 
quatters now in 
quired to pay regular 
the beginning of next ye 
‘aud that whilst the area in excess of their 
original squatter-titles which they are now 
found to be possessed of, varying from 
upwards of 1,000 mow in’ some cases to 
maller amounts, shall be added to the 
er, no allowance shall be made for 
deficiencies as may 
on the ground tha 





























ions, 
Ground is about 500 miles 
in extent, and, owing to its wide 



































stances 
Dee. 4th.—(1) The office of Gendarmerie 
roturus thanks for the gratuity of one 
month's extra pay to the Peking garrison. 
favour Ho 








of the Bordered White Banner, are per- 
mitted to remain mounted within the 
Forbidden City. 

(3) The Military Governor and 

nant-General of the province of Ki 
capture of a gang of burglars 
last broke into a pawnshop 
in the suburbs of Kirin, wounding some 
of the inmates, and carrying off a cunsider- 
able amount of plunder. It is requested 
that the Imperial warrant may be issued 
in order that the six criminals now in 
custody may bo publicly executed. 

(4) A memorial from the samo reports 
the recapture of a criminal under sentence 
of death, who had succeeded in making 
his escape while the priton watch was 
asleep. ‘The Governor of the prison and 
the warders on duty explained that the 
flight took place while they were asleep, 
and tho prisoner himself declared that 
there was no previous uuderatanding 
en himself an 




































lecrees that 
in 100 
days, the Governor of the prison shall 
merely be stript of his rank, and that the 
warders shall escape punishment. The 
award of peualties has been made accord- 











ingly. 
Dec. 5th.—(1) The Military Governor of 
Tei-tsi-har submits for approval the sen- | d 





tences passed in a case (heretofore reported) 
where a person bearing an hereditary title 








had been guilty of adultery with the wife of 





rs, Under | i 


a private person. According to the deposi- 
tions taken at the trial, the offender, named’ 
Lien-sheng, had become acquainted with 

man named Wang, who invited him to 
his house and allowed his wife to be present 
when the visitor was there, Criminal 
intimacy between the two was the result, 
but the husband, who had borrowed money 
of Lien-sheng, winked at the offence 
though frequently repeated. It was not 
until he oue day quarrelled with Lien, 

eng that he laid an accusation 
him." Lion-sheng is sentenced (o be strip 
ped of his rank, and condemned to recei 
100 blows ; the husband, for couni 


























ing at 








the offence, receives 90° blows; and the 
wife is sentenced to be cangned -for « 
month, and receive 100 blowa—a penalty, 





however, which she is permitted by law 
to commute for a money payment. 

(2) ‘ting Pao-chéng, lato Governor of 
Shantung, andrecently appointed Governor- 
General of Szechw’an, requests permission 
to come to Peking before proceeding to 
his new post, in order that he may receive 
His Majeaty’s instructions prior to assum- 
{ng such a responsible position, If his 
request be granted, he proposes leavin, 
Ei Yuanewhe, the Financal. Commise 

















sioner, in charge, ponding the arrival 
of Wen-keh, his successor,—Granted by 
rescript. 


(3) Chih-kang, Resident at Kurnn 
(Orga), reports that the sum of Tis. 77,000, 
which the provinces of Shansi, Shautung, 
and Honan were directed to remit to Urga 
for the paymont of sume due to Tu-ch’e- 
ho-pi and other places, is now no longer 
necessary. At a durbar of Mongolian 
princes and nobles held at Urge, tho 
memorialist mentioned how urgently fun 

needed for th inl Mausol 
and for the camp 
frontier, and sugg 
nobles the desirabilit; 
















of foregoing the 
lu, as some return 
‘They, with true 
patriotiom, agreed to wipe off the debt, 
and accordingly the memorialiat prays that 
the sums due from the pro aforo- 
said may be »pplied to some ot 
‘Rescript: Lot the Board t 
Military Governor of Te \E 
recommends for rewards certain officials 
ted themselves in obtaining con- 
sof horses when an order was 
given in June, 1875, to raise a force of 
4,000 Si-tan (reserve soldiery), and 2,000 
horses, as part of the arrangements decided 
upon by the Commission which sat to 
measures for the defence of the 
(Seo Garette of May 1 
detailed for the purpo 
patriotic appreciation of the 
tion, did uot spare themselves in their 
effurts fo procure the horses, but regard- 
less of distance and discomfort, aot off in 
every direction to te contributions, 
with the result that in lees than three 
mouths the full number was procured, 
(6) The saine oficial, 
of ‘Ts 
y to prerent 
femple in the city of Sagalion, 
presiding deity has never failed to answer 
the prayers offered up in times of tribula- 
tion, An appeal to it changes a drought 
into a life-giving shower, oF subdues the 
raging waters. ‘These marks of divine 
intervention, the memorialist has ex- 
perienced himself during the last two 
(The request has already been 

































































.— (1) Li Hung-chang, Governor- 
Goneral of Chihli, reports the completion 
of certain works of canalisntion undertaken 
near Tientsin at the request and under the 
supervision of the local notables, who have 
defrayed the cost of the works as a means 
of affording relief to the distrecsed and 

‘A canal has been 
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the lower course of the Peiho ( properly 
called, below Tientain, the Hai-ho, or Sea 
river.) ‘The depth of this new channel is 
from 4} to 6 Chinese feet,’ and its surface 
width from 65 to 100 feet, with » breadth 
at. the bottom of 30 feet. A solid embank- 
mont, 60 feet wide at the baso, has been 
constructed on the north bank guard 
gainst inundation. Another canal has 
xeavated, running southward from 
ii Kia Chang, on the Yung-ting river, 
extending to T’ieh-t’ow. Its depth is from 
4 to 6 foot, by a width of from 32 to 44 feet, 
similarly protected with an embankment, 
its object being to drain off a portion 
‘of the waters of ‘the Yung-ting rit 
The total length of work excavated 
ig upwards of 5,740 chang (equal to about 
26,760 ‘English yards); in addition to 
which 13,300 chang of embankment in 
different places have been raised to a height 

with «surface width of 2 
ith at base of 6 chang. 
planted upon the slopes 
in order to furnish means cf protecting 
tho face of the works against flood, ‘The 
Inbour that has beon carried out has boon 
oxtromely serviceable in providing employ- 
mont for the sufferers by the recent 
Arought, Honourswill berequested forthe 
notables who have contributed the funi 
loyed; and meanwhile rewards are 
solicited for the military officers employed 
{in the work of superintendence,—Granted 
by roscript. 

(2) Li Hung-chang farther requests the 
issue of an Imperial tablet to be added 
to thor grauted by his Majeaty’s pro- 
decentora, “which aro ‘suspended in the 
Tomple of the White Dragon Pool (Pech 
Lung T’an) in tho district of Mi-yiin in 
nortl tern Chihli, at which, in times of 
drought, prayers are always offered up by 

ners, The temple having 














































and this has now bo 
tho provincial Exchequer, to the amount 
of ‘Tacls 6,071.9.5.7.4.1.8,—Granted by 
provious rescript, 

Dec, 7th,—(1) A decreo is issued in 
answer to 8 memorial from the Superiu- 
tondonta of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
mont, calling upon the Financial Commi 
sioner of Chihli to pay over at once the 
amount of Taels 20,750 due for the curr 
year to the department from land-rente ith 
Uso province, and furthermore to collect 
and pay over the arroars that are ont- 
standing. 

(2) A docroo permitting Ts’ung-1 
former Hoppo at Cnnton), at p 
deputy Military Governor at Shai 
Koan, to resign his office on the ground 
of ill health. 

(3) Jui-lion, deputy Military Governor 
at Jetiho, reports the proceoiings taken to 
adjudicate a dispute between the nobles of 
the Eastern tribe of Chaluth Mongols, and 
the widow of the Prince of the tribe, with 
reference to the adoption of an heir.” This 
case, long ponding; had been referred by 
Decree in January last for ettlement at 
Johho, after appeal to Peking ; aud on the 
trial that has now been held the accusers 
have acknowledged the falsity of the 
charges ndvanced, and have besought that 
the cusomny bedismissed. They withdraw 
their accusation ofimproper conduct 

Yen-te'ing. Penal 
jhment have been 
inflicted upon the falso accusers, The 
widow is enjoined to bring up the heir she 
hias adopted, a minor, with all due care, 
in order to'fit him for tho duties of his 
station. ‘fhe finding and sentences, sub- 
mitted in this momorial, are referred by 
rescript to the Mongolian Superintendency 
for consideration, 

(4) Jui-lien further memorialises with 
reference’ tothe lands of the Hunting 





























nadoing 











for cultivation, named Li Shéng, was 
permitted to exchange a tract of barren 
soil in one district for valuable land else 
where, which should not have been ceded 
for agricultural purposes. It farther 
appeurs that the man Li Shéng was simply 
a servant in the employ of Jui-lin, the 
former Military Governor (afterwards Go- 
vernor-General at Canton), and that the 
real owner of the land regiatered in 
name is Hwai-t’a-pu, Jui-lin’s son, who is 
an expectant of office at Peking. It is 
submitted that for conduct so reprohen- 
sible aud open to the criticiem it has 
provoked as this, the laud and houses 
upon it should be sequestrated and con- 
fiscated —Granted by rescript. 

Dec. 8th.—(1) A Deores. » Te’ung- 
to whom We lately granited a congé of two 
months;"makes now a farther entreaty, in 

i day received, for leave to 
resign his ‘office, on the ground that his 
illness is becoming daily more severe. We 
ordain that he need not vacate his'post, but 
that he devote himself in repose to the 
restoration of his liealth. Let Ch’ung-how 
assume provisional charge of the office of 
Military Governor of Shéng-king and joint- 
Governor of the province of Féi 
) A Decroe. Let King-yii (at present 
Governor of the province of Féng-View ) 
return to Peking aud await other employ- 
ment. Let En-fuh (at present Taotai of 
to the post of Governor 


























(3) A Dectes, Let Siang-kéng succeed 
to the post of deputy Military Governor 
atShan HaiKwan, 

(4) The Governor-General and Governor 

lations they have 













ta are to be held. 
protcribed, which 
'® view to secure permanency 
and local experience to the functionaries 
in charge of district offices, is to be carried 
out 0 far as local circumstances adi 
(6) Li Hung-chavg, Governor-General of 
Chihli, momorialises with reference to 


Brigadier-Gonoral Niu She-han 4-fipiGig, 


lately appointed to the Kwei-tgh command 
in Honan, who was some time ago retained 
for 9 ice, at the momorialis 



















now assumed, in the main, 
tranquil aspect, aud the presence of an 
officer so efficient and experienced as Niu 
She-han being urgently required at | 
now command, where drought and scarcity 
have been ly felt, he has directed 
-Goueral to visit Peking for 
nee and then to proceed to his new 















Deo. 9th.—(1) A decree appointing 
AB to tho post of Taotai of 





(2) A decree appointing Ju-shan Hp] 
to the post of Superintendent of the X..t 
Administration at ‘Tientsin (Ch'ang 
division.) 

(8) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regret on the deceaso of Pa-yang-ah, Tar- 
tar General at King-chow in Hupeh.’ The 
usual houours are bestowed. 

(4) The Governor of Shensi and the 
Tarlar General of Si-nn Fu memorialise 
with reference to the slud reserve oF 
breeding ground BG) attached to the 
Manchu garrison of Sian Fu, anciently 
g an extent of 96,000 mow (or about 
acres) of land situated in four d 
ward of the provincial 
capital. In 1775, it was arranged, on the 
applicstion of the then high authorities, 

















16, 
tricts to the w. 

















Ground (see Gazette of 3rd inst.) He ha 
discovered that some years ago a certni 
leascholder of lands allowed to be occupied 








that 48,000 mow should be retained in ur 





authorities to be let on leases and made 
subject to regular taxation. The revenue 
thus obtained was to be remitted to 
the Manchu garrison ‘to form » fund 
from which pensions for widows and 
orphans and the expenses incurred by 
the aoldiery in the annual artillery 
sping, and the purchaso 
be defrayed. According 
ions of the Board of 
Revenue, the rental to be levied on all 
but small portion of the land was fixed 
at one mace per mow, the tael being ta 
at tho rate of 1,000 standard eash. | Sinco 
the Nien Fei and Malommedan revelli 
however, the rental has fallen largely 
arrear, and means have been wauting to 
meet the expenditure which should be 
defrayed from this source. A survey of the 
Inds in que 


















side of the river, is exposed to similar 
danger through the tendency which has 
been shewn of late years to a shifting of 
the channel northwards. ‘There are, on 
the south bank, 22,935 mow of new-mado 
land, forming fuxuriant meadows, which 
it is now proposed to convert into grazing 
grounds, and to devote the land lying 
waste in the remainder of the aren to 
leascholds for ti ‘This would extend 
1 of 18,970 mow, the revenue to 
d from which ‘would be appro- 
riated to the same uses as herotofore.— 
‘eferred by rescript to the Board of 
Revenue for consideration, 

(6) ‘The Governor of Kiangsi reports tho 
measures adopted toward meeting a defici- 
ucy in the revenue available for the issue 
6f provincial salaries ( yang lien or *anti- 
extortion” allowance.) ‘The amount 
required for actual disbursement to tie 
civil and military officials of the provinéo, 
under this head, is Tis, 167,733, beside 
the cost of the sacrifices ‘at the Confucian 
Temples, the allowances to the Boards at 
Poking, ‘and the salary’ of the Director 
General of the Grain ‘Transport, forming 
mith the above grand total of Tis, 200,980. 
Tho sum that was levied, 












































surplusallowance,” in addition totheregu 
grain tax, upon which the above payments 


are by rogulation chargeable, amounted to 
no more than ‘Is. 168,758, after exemp- 
tions granted on the score of floods, eto., 
so that a considerable deficit remains. 
‘This has been mot by a draught upon the 
reserve fund which, according to 


the Board of Revenue's regulation, is act 
apart for the purpoee of meeting atch an 


emergency. 
The Duke, 


itor of the Sage, K’ang Sinng-k'o, 

1w departed this life, let the propor 
msult the regulations with rogard 
posthumous honours that should 
be conferred, and make report tous. (N.B. 


The Yen Sheng Kung Az BE DS ot 


alleged lineal descendant of Confucivs, 
bearing the hereditary title of “duke,” 
whose death is referred to above, w: 
about 28, For an account of a visit p 
to him see the Rev, Alex. Williamec 
Jouriieys in North-China, Vol II, v, 258,) 
(2) A decree appointing Hu Yii-kin 
to the post of Grain Iutendant 

of Chéhkiang. 

(8) A decree appointing Kwoh-leh-min 
at present Manchu Lieutonant-general of 
Cwnton—to the post of Manchu General at 
King-chow Fa: 

(4) Pa-yang-ha (lately deceased), Man- 
chu General at Ki his two 
i nts, memorialise on receipt of a 

jespatch forwarding copy of & 
ued on the 15th September, upon, 
a memorial presented by a Manchu high 











































asastud reeerve, and the remaining 
of the area be handed over to the district 





officer at Peking, who has requested that 
picked men of the Manchu forces in the 
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may be organised for drill at 
ective garrisons. vations 
are submitted categorically in reply. The 

ginal memorial proposes that a body 
of 600 foot soldicrs shall constitute a 
ying or battalion, to be divided inte 


six cha-la Hq, (Aj or companies, three of 
which should form the line 
























and one the 


tie neers OVE applauded 


body guard. ‘his plan ii 
excellent. ‘The General proc 
however, that from the time of hit 
upon his present command, he has con- 
ducted spring and autumn drills according 

ies issued by the Board of War, 
troduced mancouvres 
of his own devising. The Manchu and 
Mongol sedentary garrison of Kingchow 
is divided into 56 cha-la, of 18 or 19 men 
each, and 1,000 men conatitute a ying or 
battalion, with 7 cha-la to the tué or com- 
n ench cha-la there are one 
4 














any. 
Hauard-barer, 10. matchlock men, 
gingal men, and threo, spear men, ‘The 

ly guard of one huidred strong com: 
prises tho artillerists for four portable 








calivers, and two aquads of 4) men exch 
armed respectively with 
handled glaives. ‘This is 
for any form of attack or 
cable to 
thousands 
With reference to the observation that has 
been made as to the necessity for pro- 
ficiency in drill, which, it is admitted, i 
prime essential toward the handling of 
troops, the memo point out that 
tho Manchu  soldiery in this re- 
spect different from the irrogulars; that, 
youth. upwards, every man is 
jar with the banner andthe com- 
y to which ho belongs, Pa-yang-ah 
been accustomed to assign to each 
banner of his force ils special place in 
battle, so that the Yellow and Bordered 
Yellow would always be in tho van, 
Bluo and Bordered Blue form the second 
, the White and Bor ite attack 
the enemy on the left, and ao forth. He 
does not think it necessary to introd 
any new iiomonclature into the org: 
tion, As regards cavalry, he b 
th f an efficient force 
left to the Military Governors of Kirin 
and the Amur; whilst, with reforence to 
the substitution of fire-armison the foreign 
ttern for matchlocks and gingals, his 
























































isting fire- 
which is a6 frequently rendered 
unolons by wind or rain. The proverb saya : 
It is crnolty to the soldier to give him s 
Weapon which is not serviceable against 
the enemy ; and it has long been in. con- 
ion to arm the garrison with im- 
apons, but funds for 
een forthcoming. 
that orders may be given to th: 
Reven: to take 
sideration. 

Deo, 11th.—(1) A decteo expressing the 
Imperial regrots on receipt of intelligence 
of the death of Ts’ung- 
tho Board of Punishments, acting Military 
Governor of Shéug-king. His former 
services, first as having gained preferment 
to a metropolitan office after attai 
Hanlin degree, next as Resident in Thibet, 
and afterwards as Manchu General avd 
acting Governor-General of Szech’wan, are 
recounted, and his decease, at the very 
moment when hia recovery from the illuess 
ho shas lately roported was looked for, is a 
cause of profound sorrow in the Imperial 
mind, Posthumous honours are accorded ; 
permission is given to convey his remains 
to Peking, in order that the funeral cere- 
monies may be conducted within the city ; 

jén is conferred 
King-hien. (Note.— 
Moukden on the 4th 
















































1g: | memiorialise requesting leave 


the | be 


f | Oh’ 








(@),A decree commanding Kiyian to 
remain in charge of the office of Military 
Governor at Moukden until the arrival of 
Ch’ang-how to assume provisionally. the 
duties of the post, as ordered by the decree 
lately insued. se 

(3) A Decree, Let Li Hung-tsao 


Ee PB HB, Prosideat of the Board of 
Works, and King-lion $= fi, senior 
President of the Court of the Censorate, 
do duty as members. of the Yamén 
of Foreign Affairs. .B.—The two 





@. 
*Y | high officials above-tamed are the two 


junior members of the Grand Council of 

‘tate, the three Senior members of which, 
viz., the Prince of Kr and the Grand 
Secrstaries Pao-yiin and Shén Kwei-fén, 
have long been members of the Yamén.. 

(4) A decree granting an allowance of 
50 Taels per mensom for the next three 
months from the Household Treasury, to 
provide fuel during the inclement season 
now approaching for the staf of officials 
who are labouring at the preparation of 
the Veritable Kecord or Archives of the 
late reign. 

(6) A décree appointing Kicho FEA 
to the post of Manchu Lieutenant-general 
ee the Chineso-Manchu Banners) at 

anton. 

(6) The high authorit 














of Yitonan 
retire from 
the service, on the score of ill-health, on 
behalf of the Taotai Ch’én Si-chén, incum- 











a| bent of the Western Intendancy of the 


province, aud likewise on behalf of Kwang- 
jun, Prefect of ‘Tung-ch’wan Fu. The 
e Taotai Ch’éu in the West 
including hie participation in 
the recent, campaign for the recapture of 
‘Téng-yieh, are recounted, and the appli- 
cations made by theso officers are sup- 
ported.—Granted by rescript, 

Dec. 12th.—(1-3) Decrees making tho 
following appointments :—Kwei-ts'ing to 

transferred to fill the post of Vico- 
President of the Granaries, and to be 
succeeded as junior Vice-President of th 
forks by Teh-ch’un, Ti 
wior Vice-President of the 
Superintendency, Li to 
h-ch'un in the’ senior post ; 
dan to be appointed as 
successor.—In the absence of 
Ch'unghow, whilst: acting a Military 
Governor of Shéngking, Ch’ang-sit to act 
as sovior Vice-President of the Board of 
War.—Tsao-pao 5A {R to bo transferred 
from the Mongélisit ‘Superintendency to 
the Presidentship of the Board of Punish- 
ments ; Ch’achang-ah to become his suc- 
cessor ; Mion-i to betome senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
and Te'ian-k’ing to be appointed his 
successor as junior Vice-President of the 
same Board. 

(4) A decree transferring Jui-lien, de- 
paty Military Governor at Jeh-ho, to the 
post of deputy Military Governor at Ch’a- 
har (Liner Mongolia), Yeu-hii (late Vice- 
President of the Granaries) becoming his 
or. King-ch’un is transferred fr 
har to the Military Governorship of 
Sui-yilin Oh’éng, 

(6-6) The Goveruér of Shatitung, in 
forwarding a report of the tot 
collected by the Custom-hous 
taing Chow on behalf of the Board of 
Works and the Board of Revenus, endorses 
tho plea of the Department Magistrate in 
extenuation of the falling-off shewn in the 
accounts, The Revenue collected upon 
timber and salt on behalf of the Board of 
Works amounted to Tis. 4,996.8, shewing 
a deficiency on the regulation amount of 












































‘Tis. 1,525. - The total amouiit collected | # 


for the Board of Revenue was Tis. 45,940. 
shewing « deficit of Tis. 2,435. The causes 
of the falling-off in revenue ate explaitied, 
iin the anme terms as last year (see Gazette 
6f 20th November, 1875,) as arising from 
the diversion of trade and navigation from 















the. rivers Wén and Wei through the 

g-up of their channels siuce the 
inge in the course of the Yellow River 
shipment of southern produce by 
steamer from Hankow, andthe pressure 
of the Jekin collectorated on the upper 
course’ of. the river, which tend to drive 
away. trade, It is’ proyed that tho. ex- 
emption which has beon granted, to the 
extent of 4/10ths of the regulation amount 
of duty, may be farther extended.—Refer- 
red. for the consideration of the. Board 
of Revenue. 























Public Meetings, 





i" MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the General Meoting of the Council, 
held in the Council Room, 17, Kiangse 
Road, Shanghai, on Saturday, the 30th 
December, 1876, at 9 o'clock a.m. 

Prodohit :—Mesera, A, A. Krauss (in the 
Chair), G. J. W. Cowie, W. 8. Fitz, 
J. Hart, T. Olyphant, and thé Secretary. 

Minutes: of last meoting aro read, 
confirmed, and signed by the Chairms 
and Secretary, and passed for publication. 

Cash Statement, for week ending 29th 
December, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry payments are signed, 

Dues on Merchandize—Coll 














oi ff 
Consular Body, conveying 
copy of translation of Taotai’s reply to the 
oposal that dues on Merchandize should 
Be collected from Ohinete direct, as in the 
caso of Foreigners passing thelr goods 
through the Custom House, 
No. 








60. 
United States Consulate-Gontral, 
Shanghai, 22nd Deoombor, 1876, 
A. A, Knauss, Esq. 
Chairman Municipal Council, 
Shanghai. 

Sm,—I have the honor of transmitting a 
copy of a despatch from His Excellency the 
Taotai, addressed to Mr. Medhurat, my: pre- 
decessor as Senior Consul, dated Decomber 
4th, 1876, in reference to the commutation 
of Wharfago Duce, as translated by Dr. Yates, 
at this Consulate-General, 

Thre tie honor to be 


ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jouy 0. Myxrs, 
Consul-General, and Senior Coneut, 


Fexo, Taorat, 10 W. H, Mxpmurst, Esq. 

29th 10th Moon,—14th Deo., 1876, 

Formerly [had the honor to receive your 
letter, stating that the Municipal Council pro- 
posed to lovy Wharfage Dues on Chincso 
Merchandise, and enguiring, in the event the 
Chinese refused to pay, if I would, enforco it, 
Lhave paid every yer to the French Muni. 
cipal Council 10,000 Taels, and to the Council 
North of the Yang-king-pang $14,000, 
At the first, Ting, Footai, and Yiu i 
decided that’it was not right for Forsigners 
to impose a tax upon Chinese subjects, 
officials were willing to pay 
bove commutation tax; never 
g that. the Municipsl Council 
itating a tax upoh Chinese, and now 

















wero m 
yposing to impose a tax upon Chineso mer- 


Thandinee Last year I received Y, E.’s first 

letter proposing to éoiisider this matter, and 

Tat once, in H.B.M.’s Consulate, and in the 

resence of Mr, Seward, the U.S, Consul 
eral, spoke of this matter ; 





Tasked Y. 
if Englishmen were subject: to tas 
other countries. You and Mr, Seward 
said that foreigners could not impose a tax 
upon Chinese. Seeing that you understood 
perfectly well that foreigners could not [ot 
‘fax upon the Chinese, { have paid. rogalar 
the above mentioned commatation tax, only. 
to prevent foreigners from imposing a tax on 
Chinese. Without further answer, the above 
considerations are sufficient to show that it 
would be difficult to enforce this matter. 
‘Noi that I have again received your 


















lottar, 
of i I stat rly, the ditt. 
Shh Sp ragea ae 
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west. I have, therefore, to request Your 
Eelleagy to inform the Manicipsl Connell, 
and to act accordingly. 
‘Decomber 19th, 1876, 
M. T. 


have &c. 


The Council see no alternative but to 
0 whole question tothe Rate- 








rridges across Yang-king-pang.—An ap- 
plication by Mr.- ” M. Smith, to be 
allowed toconstruct, at his own expense, a 
temporary wood 
between Honan and Kiangse Roads, to be 
placed by an iron bridge from England, 
on jerstanding that both 
ll_be* erected subject to the 
n of the Council's Acting-S 
veyor, and the iron bridge shall becor 
the joint property of the French and this 
Council on completion. 



























SHANGHAI TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


Minutes of a meoting held at the Hall 
on Tuesday, 2nd January 1876, Present : 








Rovs. R. Nelson, D.D., and W. 8. Holt, 
Mossrs, 0, B, Bradford, ©. Schmidt, J. 
M, Rogerson, A. Gordon and &, D. 


Cheetham. Iv. R. Nelson, D.D,, was 
voted to the chair, 

‘The accounts for the past month were 
‘hree debit notes, 
i to Tis, 1,000, were signed 

Tho retiring off 















amounting in 
by th 








in favour of those appointed 
tee 


A commi 






fanager, were appointed to mal 
an inventory of all property owned by the 
Society. ‘Tho new ‘Treasurer requested 
that his duties bo clearly defined. 

Proposed by Mr. Roaznson and seconded 
by Mr. 0. Scrmr— 

‘That all reoeipts be paid to and expend. 
itures bo paid by the Treasurer, with a view 
to clearness and accuracy in the Society's 
accounts, 

Carried. : 

Proposed by Mr. Rogerson and second- 
ed by Mr. Oneerman— 

‘That tho rent of tho Hall to Amateurs and 
professionals, including use of piano, heating, 
tc,, be $25 per night, and to all charitable 
Puoes at cout, according to the Managers 








Carried. 

Proposed by Rev. W. S. Hox, and 
ieconded by Mr. Curerman - 

‘That the renting of the Hall be left in the 
han the Secretary. 

Carried. 

Proposed by Rey. W. S. Horr and se- 
onde by Br. A. Gonpox— 

That tho practice of lending the Hall seats 
be discontinued. 

Carried. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the-re- 
tiring Secretary for his valuable services 
during the past year. A vote of thanks 
to the Chairman concluded the business. 








Amusements, 





SATURDAY’S PAPER HUNT. 

‘Tho largest field of riders during the 
Present soason, numbering over forty, 
assembled at the back of Mr. A. R 
Burkill’s residence, on the Bubbling Well 
Road, to take part in the Paper Hunt on 
Saturday, aud a fair number of apectators 
also congregated to see them “ 
not so many, however, aa have 








present at some of the previ 
atarts. Mr. A. McLeod, the winner of 
tho last regular hunt, was the fox, and 





he was assisted in his duty of laying the 
track by Mr, E.G. Low, the master, and 
Mr, A.B, Burkill. The start was well 
chosen, for bofore the riders disappeared 





a foot-bridge at a point |i 





from view three jumps had to be uego- 
tiated. The third waa a tolerably atiff one, 
and brought several riders to earth, but 
happily the tumbles only provoked merri- 
ment, and werenot attended by any casualty 
worth of particularising. Tho track then 
‘Well Road, which 
’s bungalow, and 
Blair's grave jump 
and on to the big Mound, proceeding almost 
as far as the French ‘Sicawei Koad, a 
‘comparatively new course and one contain- 













Sicawei Road, close to the Hermitage, and 
over the tidal Creek, which had to the 











forded, to the handicaj taking a 
few of the well-knoy jumps, and then 
forward to Fahwah 0 where the 








riders were pretty” well tog 
going at a rattling pace. The Sicawei 
Road was again crossed near the second 
Bridge, embracing tho dry cut jump near 
the Road, which was formerly the first 
jump of tho handicap line, The Sicawei 
Road was again crossed, and’ then there 
was a good flat run for home of about 
three quarters of a mile, the finish being 
just over the tidal Creek, about midway 
between the first bridge and the four milo 
post on the Road. Altogether the distance 
traversed was between nino and ten miles, 
and the course was one of the best th 
could have been chosen for an exciting 
hunt; and the weather being mild and 
pleasant the paper lay well, and caused 
no inconvenience from dust. ‘There were 
three checks during the run, all, however, 
of short duration, and the pace, on the 
whole, was decidedly fast.—A 
course of spectators assembled to 
the finish, and without the dissatisfaction 
iting, a cluster of five of tho 
riders, all light-woights, hove in view, and 
they contested hard for the honours of 
the day. ‘Tho last three-quarters of a m 
chances of win- 
d protty even. But # 
tidal Creek—had to be 




































Hinckley, on Pow-tcoo, was first out and won 
the light-weight prize, and soon afterwards 
Mr. Pond, on Leapfrog, who cleared tl 
Greek admirably, was declared the wi 
of tho heavy-weights. Everything appeared 
to pass off satisfactorily, and the Hunt was 
very successful and thoroughly enjoyed, 








liscellancous, 


FIRES. 
Thursday morning, about five o’oloc 
a fire broke out in the shop of a pic! 
dealer, in the native portion of the Kiu- 
1g road, opposite the Old Cemetery. 
The discovery was made by aman i 
adjoining house, who, sleeping ot 
ground floor, felt the single-brick di 
wall against which his bed was pla 
become uncomfortably hot. He rai 
the street, and seeing the next house 
on fire, at once raised an alarm, and 
the fire-bells were rung. Before help 
could come, the flames had caught the 
adjoining houses, and seemed likely to 
spread northerly in the direction of the 
Maloo. The Polico were first to arrive 
with a number of extincteurs, and wi 
these they did good service in stop- 


















































flames were soon got under, four hou: 
only being consumed, The efforts of the 
firemen were much aided by the brick party 
walls of the premises, but for which and 
tho prompt ure of the extincteurs by the 
Polite all the weoden fronted housea in 












the row would probubly have been des- 
troyed. The fire is supposed to have 
been oceasioned through one of the occu- 
pants of the picture shop, who was known 
to be an opium-smoker, upsetting his 
lamp. ‘There were five men in the house, 
all of whom decamped at the first alarm, 
and search for them has hitherto been un- 
availing. 





Shortly afternoon, the same day, the fire- 
belle again raug an alarm, the locality on 
this occasion being Hongkew. It seems 
that a gentleman was passing the residence 
of Me, Riach, at 34, Broadway, when he 
noticed that the roof of the house, which 
‘of wood, was on fire, News of tho dis 
covery was despatched to the Hongkew 
Police Station, and the alarm bell was 
eral gentlemen living 
urning house rendered 
and by the means of 

ed in subduing tho flames 
before they made material progress, and, 
consequently, only little damage was do 
The various brigades turned out, but their 
services were not required. ‘The fire was 
supposed to have been caused by aparks 
from the chimney. 























Soon after one o'clock Tuesday morn- 
ing the fire alarm bells wero sounded, 
the locality indicated being the Frouch 








concession. All the fire brigades and 
the Hook and Ladder Companies, with 
the ception of No. 2, (Hongkew Steam 





je) tan 





ed out, and arriving at the 

ident the aubduing of the 
would be a formidabl 
fire appeared to have originated in a 
Chinese store, No. 41, Quai des Rom- 
parts, and had apread rapidly to tho 
stores on either side, and the back 
godowns abutting on Russell's passa, 
were in imminent danger of destructi 
The property seemed substantially built, 








® | and not calculated to ignite with the same 






exse, or burn with the samo ficrceness, as 

ordinary Chinese houses ; but tho build- 

ii wed with miscellaneous 
an 









cargo, gi 
description, 
the damage: 
with great exertions to confine it 
mall area—would b 

igados took up posi 
of the flames, obtain- 
en’ Wharf, 


























lying two 
ferred the wi 
to arrest the Pro; 

direction, while the French Munici 
steam engine No. 6, the Manual engine 
No. 5, and tho Manual engine from 
the Gas Works, were also stationed near 
the Wharf with their hose extending to 












e of the burning property. 
and Ladder Companies were re-enforced 
by the ti i 

about thirty men from 
Charybdis, under the command of two 
officers, aud their united efforts wore of 
great fervice in saving property, parti- 
cularly in rescuing cargo from buildings 
which were soon afterwards reduced to a 
heap of ruins, All worked well together 
and the greatest activity provailed. A 
most remarkable feature was tl 
ness with which the 


























ping the progress of the fire, east and west, | flames, entering _bui 
could not reach far enough to| and rolling out bales of cargo # 
In a few minutes, | Chinese then tumbled into the dry moat, 
and the Hook | alongside the City wall. By th 
began to arrive, |a large quantity of proporty was 
and water being plentiful in the wells, the | and all praise is due to the sailors. 





tores No. 38, 39, 40 and 41, were all 
blazing at the eame time, ana a’por! 

th ts being tallow, oil, aud Chi 
medicines, the flames were very spasmodic 
and fitful. yparently broughtinaub- 





iy 
of 






















jection by the application of water there 
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‘would be another brilliant outburst with re- 
ewed fiorceness, and the wonder is how the 
‘Firemen coped with the flames so well, and 
‘saved the godowns at the rear, the charred 
doors and windows of which aro a suf- 
ficient proof of the narrowness of 
scape from ruin. It wasnot, however, unt 
about three o’clock that there was any con- 
siderable diminution in the blaxe ; bat this 
‘once effected, the sight for the spectators, 
who were numerous, was at an end, and 
the crowd began to disperse, About an 
hour afterwards the flames were entirely 
subdued, and the brigades wero ordered 
home. Mr. Ashley, the chief engineer, 
thanked the sailors for the great assistance 
they had rendered ; and it is only right 
that their Voluntary aid should be publicly 
‘acknowledged. . 

It ia difficult to give 
timate of the damage, or to say how the 
fire originated, Tho stores Nos. 38, 39, 
40, 41, and 42, together with their 
contents, are completed gutted. Those 
upon whom the loss falls erected bam- 
boo fencing round the heap of ri 
later in the day, and employed coolies to 
overturn the rubbish with a view to recover- 
ing the least damaged property. Mixed 
with the inds of atorex—rico, 
jar, tin, isinglass, medicines, sandalwood, 
and other like articles, all more oF less 
 parboiled or charred condition. 

‘Two casualties occurred toEuropeans, but 
happily neither of them wero of a serious 
native, ‘The Hook and Ladder Company 
wore forcing one of the front walls inwards, 
when » few of the uppermost bi 
fell and struck Mr. Charrier, 
his arm aud leg. In the oth 
which occurred at the same time, one 
of the members of the Hook aud Ladder 
struck with a brick, causing 











































from inquiries it seems 
this brigade did not put in an a 
auico oming to ono of its members having 
deen arrested by the French police at the 
fire on the Fronch Concession on New- 


















year’s day ev Negotiations, we 
und , aro pending with 
authorities in refer to the matter, and 


it is to be hoped, the sake of future 
unity and the mutual interests of both 
partion, th amicable adjustment of 
the grievance will be arri 








REVIEW. 


Sketches of Excursions to Chusan, Pootoo, 
Nanking and Kioto. By 8.8. Gundry. 
Shanghai : North-China Herald Office, 
1876. 

(Shanghai Evening Courier.) 

‘The little volume before us realises, in 
many respects, a desire that wo hi 
often expressed. Flat and uninteresting 
is the country immediately around Shang- 
hai, there is as lovely scenery within a 
‘couple of day’s journey as one could well 

inh te j; and as the next best thing to 

joing is hoaring,—or, in the present 
instance, rending’-wo have on several 
occasions Inmented the rarity of brightly 
written, graphic, and withal unpretentious 
descriptions of the trips which are ao oft 
made, Mr, Gundry, however, has set a 
good example; his’ not very frequent 
excursions have been by no means thrown 
away, and the result is one calculated to 
afford almost as much enjoyment to his 
readers as he himself experienced. T! 
secret of writing an enjoyable book is to 
thoroughly enjoy writing it oneself ; and 
it is easy to seo that, to describe tl 
beauties of nature and recal the pleasures 
of the past, is, to Mr. Gundry, a labour of 
real love. ites 

‘The book deals, in rotation, with Chusan, 
Kintan, Chinhal, Pootoo, Nanking, aud 
Kioto. The descriptions of the various 













































towns and villages of the larger islands a: 
graphic and entertaining, and the value of 
this part of the book ia enhanced by a 
summary of the political events whence 
e spots in question acquire addition 

interest, It ix in the anthor’s account of 
his visit to Pootoo, howover, that we find 










really delightful, and afforded us peculi 
plessure. Every feature in the island is 

wurtrayed for us with the pencil of a tr 
[over of nature; the monks and hermi 
aro capitally described, and the whole is 
enlivened with gleams of much plessaut 
humour. Hero is a good bi 

One of the best walks in Pootoo is to the 


unyioig tog 9 9 HA, «tool 
situated at the extfeme eastern point of the 
island, which is a favourite object of pi 
grimage, The road lies two or three miles 
northward, along the sea-coast, to the PE ify 
Fah-ya temple, and thence eastward along 
the southern face of « rocky promontory. 
a hermit’s cave, under a rock just 
the road, Let us call on the occupant. 
a pale, dirty as hermits are privileged to 
be, but rather more than usually intelligent- 
looking, and has ong iro grey hair hanging 
over his shoulders. He comes from Hu-quang, 
has been on Pootoo eleven years, and never 
intends to leave, Will we not come in and 
drink tea?—Weenter in fear and trembling, but 
find the room even less dirty than some of the 
priests’ quarters.—Why doos ho let his hai 
row ?—Hermits never cut tl i 
3@ know any legends of Pootoot—Pootoo 
‘all legend. It is holy ground from the creation 
of the world ; it belongs entirely to the priests, 
and any outsider attempting to settle here 
would be beheaded. No ‘not even could 
boats be drawn up on the beaeh to be repaired. 
Baddha would not allow it ; they w 
in the effort ! 
Forther on, we have a description of the 
Fan-yin temple, with the legends pertaining 






















































built on the summit of aclif, 
ge of the promontors, acror 














‘on which it depends for its 
sanctity. More than a thousand years ago, a 
fisherman pursuing his trade in tho neighbour- 
hood of Pootoo felt his boat suddenly litted 
on the back of a tortoise. Praying towards 
the island, he saw a, golden light glitter 

this cave, ‘revealing the form of Kwang-yin. 


‘The tortoise disappeared, the boat floated, and 
howassaved. ‘The tale found its way to Court, 
and the erection of a temple in honour of 

-yin was authorised. Ou another occa- 
‘ion, a Corean official caught in storm ai 
darkness, praying towards Pootoo, saw t 
same brilliant light guiding him to safe 








rang yin i 
‘of this crevasse. Descending a 
tauce by steps cut in the rock, 
you come first to a small shrine containing an 
image of the Goddess,—a short inscription on 
the wall setting forth the myth ou which the 

Feputation of the locality is founded—and, 
few steps lower, to the room whence 
apparition is to’ be viewed. We had not 
fasted or prayed, and could hardly expect a 
miracle ; but after great striving we did fancy 
we could see somet! ‘Though whether it 
‘a reflection of the image in the room 
priests had really placed an 























above; 
image in the depths of the crevasse, aud 





ed a way of letting down a gl 
light upon it ; or whether the whole thing 
1 pare effort of imagination, we utterly { 
todetermine. I rather incline to the latter 
theory—that, in looking intently into the 
crevasse, through the fumes of incense, from 
the recesses of the chamber, the eye of faith 
catches the reflection of light on certain 
excreacences of rock, and assuines these to be 
floating folds of a golden raiment iu which the 
Goddess is enveloped. A peculiar formation 
of rock at the back may aid the illurion and 
help to supply the imaginary outline of 
human figure. However, as I said before, we 
only succeeded in fancying that we saw some- 
thing—and that only by a very great effort. 
Perhaps there are appliances in reserve which 
‘were not employed for-our behoof. Recent 


am of 



























are not always above deceiving the multitude 
by mechanical means. But the weird effect 
of the scene—the sea dashing into the lower 
part of the cleft, the wild rocks, faith, incense, 
and abstinence’ would help very ‘much to 
elude enthusiaste who ask no beiter. 

In his sketch of Nanking, Mr. Gundry 
makes as much of the Ming tombs as 
can, and giveshis readera » very fair idea 
ofthemonuments. Ita rally 
conceded ho at the Ming tombs at 
Nanking are rather a fraud upon the 
whole, partly because there is only one 

i ‘or buried there, and uot the 
entire dynasty as the name would seem to 
imply, end partly because they are #0 

jenourly exceeded in grandeur by 
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palace, to which 
enough to be admitted, and also of tl 
took place wheu the then 
Vicoroy, the old Marquis ‘Tséng, returned 
to Nanking after a campaign against the 
Nienfei rebels. This is too good to 
Jose -— 

‘There was no noisy demonstration on the 
part of the people, as would have been the 
case iu the West, "Yet the manner in which 
they showed their profound respect for the 
aged Governor was not less marked. ‘There 
Was wo shout, no buzza ; no triumphal arches 
had been erected over tho way through which 
he passed out of the city ; but all along the 
road from the Viceregal palace to the Weat 
gate, distance of some miles, altars with 
caudlesand incense burning, had been erected ; 
and before these, in two long rows, the people 
again and again bowed down and worshipped. 

if he bad been a god. Women held up 
their children to him as they do when the 
host or image of their God is paraded in the 
strocts ; but the most affecting sight was 
then the olders of the city, about a hundrod 
in number, white-haired men of from 50 to 70 
je, came forward and detainingly 
hands on the ‘hair, and refused for 
‘a time to let the old man pass. The conduct 
of the people reminded one of some high 
religious festival, and might easily have been 
mistaken for such, had it not been for the 
gay appearance of the ‘Thespian stages which, 
at different places on the route, had been 
erected for the representation of such bright 
characters in the country’s history as Tebog 
had copied or surpassed “in his official career, 
‘Tho crowd headed by the eldera clos 
after the chair, and flowed after it 
i ity gato and down to 
regal barge awaited hisn, 
where, the people collected in such numbers 






































that ‘only ‘the want of standing. ground 
prevented the city from being: entirely 
‘ewptied. » 


We have ouly two faults to find with 
Mr. Gundry’s book. In tho first place, 
i of Chine 






able, would have been better avoided. 
Otherwise we have nothing but praise to , 

hope that the writer will gi 
efit of any future exeu 
may make, a3 gracefully and agreeably 
written as the present. 








DROWNING OF AN OFFICER AND THRER 
‘MEN OF H.M.S. “NEWCASTLE.” 


We regret very much to find in the 
Straits Times a confirmation of the intel- 
ligence we published yesterday, regarding 
the death of an officer and four men of 
LMS. Newcastle during the voyage from. 
Hongkong to Singapore. 

«It a (anys 
of the sailors whilst engaged in hauling 
the log accidentally fell ard, and 
Mr. Wingfield, who was looking on, jumped 
overboard to his assistance, but to no 
avail, and both sank, In the eudeavour 
to rescue them, two sailors were drowned, 
thus meking a loss of four lives. ‘The sea 
was rather rough at the time, and the 








Times) that one 




















discoveries at Pompeii have shown that priests 


vessel was going at a good speed.” 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Che HC. Bray ay B. C: & C. Gasette, Tax. 13, 1877. 











ys “it would appear 
that there are aomecircuinstances connected 
ith this unfortunate accident which 
ue explanation. . Private advices 
from Singapore imply that some difference 
of opinion exists (to use no stronger term) 
is to whether or not everything was done 
6n board the Newcastle that might have 
deen done to save the drowning officer aud 
If thoro is the slightest ground for 
utmost efforis were put 
rescue of the gallant 
fellows who haye met their death while 
doavouring to save another, that is 
a matter which will be certain to receive 
full investigation, Our. contemporary 
at Singapore throws no light whatever 
on the subject. The v of the 
Aiffgie wo have received says that on 
the 13th a petty officer named Miles, while 
heaving the log, by some means fell 
overboxrd—the ship then ( at 8 p.m.) going 
about 8} knots, A midshipman named 
Wingfield at once jumped overboard to 
help Miles, and was followed by two 
men, while a life-buoy waslet go. By the 
thre thé ship was hove to and a boat 
lowered, thie yeasol would be about @ milo 
anda quarter from the spot where the 
accident took place. To row back this 
distance against wind and sea would 
have probably taken an hour, as the boat 
was undermantied, two of her crew hay- 
ing been pulled ‘out in low 

the same time the sea is described as 
having beon “not very bad,” tho temper- 
aturo of tho water was 81 degrees, an 
the thies noble fellows who spraug to th 
Foucue ate spoken of-as the best smi 

in tho’ ship. ‘This being #0, co 
siirpris id to have beon felt on board 
whon Cnptain Douglas recalled the boat 
within half au lour of its despatch ; and 
upon its return (about 1f hour after the ac- 
cident) gave orders lo renime the voy: 
‘Our correspond 

officers su; 
ability of boating back, and that th 
tion was unfavourably received. ‘The throe 
swimmers are said by good authori- 
ties to have been men well able to 
koe afloat for six hours; and poor 
Wingfield was last neon tying w life 
dollar rowud Miles weok and blowing 










































































itou and affair has cast a gloom 
over ip, and general regret was felt 
in Singapore that so much that was 

i about the whole 







accident, explaining somo of the ciroum- 
atances which at present seem to be so in- 
explicable, One of the poor fellows 
drowned, named Hesk, had already got a 
Humano Society’s medal and clasp.” 

Wo reprint the comments of 1 
informant, as they contain further 
culars of the occurrence than are given by 
the Singapore paper ; but we cannot be- 
fieve it possible that a British Oficer can 
have shown the carelessuess attributed to 
Captain Douglas, for the lives of members 
of hia ship’s company. It seems to.us si 
fionnt that no criticism of the kind is made 
in the Singapore papers, which would bo in 
tho best position to hear particulars of 
the ocourrence, 




































Correspondence, . 








‘THE FRENCH GAS COMPANY. 
Lo the Editor of the 
Nowrz-Cuiwa Darux News, 


Sre,—Herewith L send you copies of two 
letters containing particulars of the pro- 
Ins compelled to take through 
the French Consul-General, against the 










idly insert the same in your to-mor- 
inane: 
1am, Sir, fours faithfully, 
D. L. Picaox, 





Vice-Chairman, French Gas Company. 
10th January, 1877. 





Sim,—In addition to the conversation 
which I had the honor to have with you, 
I wish to give you further assurance that 
my intention was never to refuse to Mr. 
Pichon the right to examine the books of 
the Gas Company of the French Conces- 
sion ; but owing to the small remunerat 
mhich the Company is in a position to gi 
its agents, it is i il ibject them 
to continual inconveniences re Not 
ictly necessary, and which in the present 
instance can only result in a loss of time 
for all concerned. 

At was, to obviate these inconveniences 
that I thought it advisable before going 
further, to have defined by the board of 
Directors of the Company, the duties d 
volving upon the Agents, in order to 
them from annoyance while satisfying all 
reasonable demands. 

Oning to the impossibility at the time 
of assembling my colleagues, I thought it 
advisable to resort to a temporary measure ; 
‘as also my letter to the agents states 
my intention to lay the matter before m; 
colleagues as avon as they returued, and 
finally before the shareholders. 

Whilst w the decision of the 
Directors, if Mr. Pichon 5 I will gi 




















































orders to the Agouts to place themselves 
at his disposal, 
Yours, &e., 
(Signed) 'E. Monzx, 
hai, 4th Jan., 1877, 







ral has requested 
toyour notice the fact that 
g withdrawn to-day the order 
to Messrs. Nachtrieb Leroy 
Co., ou the 26th of last month ; and 
in consequence the books of the Gas 








poss 
_ Yours, &., 
(Signed) Rovnavp. 


Faw Beports. 














POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, January 4th, 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq. 
R, (Pouce) v. Manoscicxn, 
Assault, 

Prisoner, » man of colour living in Bamboo 
town, was charged with assaulting a Chinese 
woman, at Hongkew, on the night of the 
2ud inst, 

Prosecutrix, after being cautioned, stated 
that she met’the prisoner at a Chincse atore 
in Hongkew. He commenced to skylark 
with ber, an@ eveutually struck her four or 
five blows with his fist on the face, and kicked 
her ow the body. In the struggle she lost her 
earrings and a gold hair-pin. Altogether they 
were worth $8. Her lip was cut by oneof the 
blows, and one of the kicks bruised her leg. 
Sue bad also pain in the side from prisoner's 
ill-treatment. 

‘The storekeeper and oue of his apprentices 
were examined, and they confirmed the state- 
ment of the trix. ‘The apprentice saw 
the occurrence throughout, and stated that the 
prisoner pushed the prosecutrix, and then she 
abused him in the Chinese language, where- 
upon he struck her, caught hold of her by 
the hair, threw her down, and kicked her. 
Prisoner then went home, and the prosecutrix 
followed him. Both the apprentice and the 
storekeeper saw that prosecutrix was wearing 





















earrings at the time of the assault, and that 


Company are again at your entire dis-|g 


she had two pins in hér hair—ono gold and 
one silver. ‘The latter one was found. on the, 
ground after the assault, but the earrings and 
the gold hair-pin ad not been found. , 

Prisoner alleged that the  prosecutrix 
followed him about and annoyed him, and 
that when he met her in the shop he 
spoke to her, 
face causing A tc 
& great annoyaies to him for som 
and it was all the result of jealousy, 

Prosecutrix denied the prisoner's 
and the other two witnes 
eek him at all, or dic 

im. 

‘His Worsuir said he had no doubt prisoner 
had committed the assault as the witnesses 
‘had described. Tt was.a very cowardly act 
for a man to strike an idoffensive womau, and 
hhe should send him to gaol for three month 
with hard labour, and order him to pay tho 
costs and the value of the earrings and the 
hhairpin the prosecutrix had lost through his 
violence, 

His Worsure also ordered a lar 
stick which was found in prisoner 
the police to be contiecated. 





aid then she struck him in'the 
cheek to swell. She had been 
© past, 
















word 
iso by 






Jan, Sth, 
R, (Botsce) v, Cnantes Fowurr, 
Drunkenness, 

Prisoner, a sailmaker ou the Leander, was 
charged with being druuk aud incapable in a 
jinricksha on the previous evening, 

Cautioued and ordered to pay the costs of 
the Court, : 








U, 8S, CONSULATE-GENERAL, 


Shanghai, Jan, Sth, 

Before J. ©. Mens, Eeq., Consul-General, 

Joux Dawsox v, E. W, Biaokwoon, 
Alleged Assault, 

Prisoner was charged with having auiiulted 
the prosecutor, who is the proprictor of the 
Taternational Hot foosung Road. 
Hongkew. 

On the previous day, prisoner was drinking 
at the Hotel, when he became abusive, aud he 
was requested to leave. Refusing to do 10, 
the prosecutor attempted to oject him, There: 

ame violent, and atruck the 
id not inflict any injuries, 














prosecutor, 
A policeman was called, and prisouer was 





into custody. 
Prisoner expressed regret for what he had 
done, and hoped the Court would look over 
tho affair. 

‘The Covnr reprimanded him, and granted 





him his liberty on payment of the costs, 





Cuaxo Au Pro v. Joun MoGinuey, 
Violent Assault, 

Prisoner, who is a discharged eoaman from 
the United States. war-vessel Ashuélot, was 
charged with having, violently assaulted the 
Prosecutor, who for the last thirteen’ mon 

as been bar-boy and cook at the Hovgkew 
‘Tavern, 

‘The evidence’ was to tho offeot that between 
five and six o'clock on Thursday evening, 
prisoner went to the Hongkew Tavern, and 
asked to see the prosecutor, with whom he 
had proviously had some angry words. 9 
informed that the prosecutor was in the cook: 
house, he wont to him, and struck him three 
times’ on the face, blackoning and awolling 
his eye and cutting his lip. Prisoner then 
walked away, but was shortly afterwat 
given into the custody of the police. 

Prisoner represeuted that the prosecutor 
hada uotorious reputation for ill-ysing sailors 
and that witen the provious landlord had # 
‘Tavern, he was kept there eolely for that pu: 
pose. Prosecutor had often abused him, aud 
when he weut into the cook-house he (pros 
cutor) rushed at him like a tiger, with tl 
poker, aud afterwards scratched ‘his neck: 

f¢ had beeu in Shanghai several month: 
defied the Relic, ‘or any citizen, to say he 
had offended even a worm. 

‘The Police said the 
character. They had 
his violence. 

The Covrr disbelieved that the prisoner 
‘was the quiet inoffensive man he had repre- 
sented himself to be, aid sent him to prison. 












































wrosecutor bore a good 
no complaints of 





for ten-days, with hard labour. 
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‘MIXED, COURT. 
"Shanghai, Jan. 5th. 
Before the Chinese’ Magistrate Cex, and 
W. D. Srxor, Bsq., Act. British Assessor. 
G. W. Benserr v, Hst A-roxe, 

Complainant is master of the opium hulk 
Wellington, and defendant » chit-coolie em- 
loyed by. him. The charge was one of 
Jeteniously opening letters and selling the 
information therein coutained to a rival opia 


hong, thereby entailing loss to complainant's 
a XecttaBavid Samosny Sens 














found their way to Messrs. ED. Sassoon & Co., 
as one of the covers containing particulars of 
their busineas was addressed to them. 

Hst d by Chén, ted—T 
ium bulk Wellington, and 
get $14.00 a month besides my food. 1 can 
write English very well. I learnt to writ 
in Hongkong. (Showa the copies of 
Tetters,) These woro all made by me, and I 
sold them never 
did it before, and I 

By Mr. Srexce—I sold the letters to a 
Parsee broker, Mr. 8. K. Mody. Lo 

Mr. Moses asked the Mfagistrate to punish 
the defendant aoverely, as au example ought 


to be made. 
‘The Macrsteare enquired if Messrs. D. 
to take proceedings 




















Sasuoon & Co. intendes 
against Mr. Mody, as he thought that though 
ho was going to punish A-tong severely, that 
aid not excalpate the people who were accused 
of bribing him, : 

‘Mr, Moses said the matter is under consid- 
eration. 

‘The Macusrrare then sentenced the prisoner 
to 100 blowa and three months’ cangue. 





[It may bo fair, in publishing our report of 
‘the above caso, to reprint the following cor- 
respondenco which appeared in Saturday's 
Brening Courier, ED} 

Shanghai, 6th Jan., 1877. 
To the Editor of 
‘Tax Suanouar Counten any Cmrxa Gazerre. 
Sir,—With reference to thi t which 









appeared in your issue of last evening, of the 
ase of Szo Actong at the Mixed Court, I 
trust that you will allow me through your 





that the state 





columns to assure your read 
ments which appear to have been made by 
the accused are, sofar aa they affect myself or 
Messrs, E. D. Sassoon & Co., wholly untrue, 
Tam, ete., 
8. K. Mopy, 





We (Courier) havo received tho following 
correspondence from Messrs. David Sassou, 
Sons & Co,, for publicatio 

Shanghai, 5th Jon., 1877. 
To the Editor of 
‘Tue SuaNouAr Courter AnD Ontwa Gazerre. 
ToS. K. Mopy, Exq., Present. 

‘Sim,—A Chinaman, in the employ of our re- 
geiving-hipy the Welington, named S29 A- 
tong, brought Inst night a cover coutaining a 
copy of the statistics of our opium and other 

articulars of our business to the address of 

fesers. E. D. Sassoon & Co., and on investi- 
gation he stated that you, in consideration of 
Paying hin §2 a month, asked. him to supply 
you with such information. He was trie 
this morning at the Mixed Court where he 
also made the above confession, and was sen- 
tenced. to three months’ cangue and one 
hundred blows, We wish to know what ex- 
planation could you give us on the subject. 
‘We are, Sir, 
5 ‘Yours faithfully, 
Davin Sassooy, Soxs & Co. 


ty Shanghai, 6th Jap., 1877. 
‘To Messrs, Davtp Sassoox, Soxs & Co. 

have received your letter 
te, and I have also seen a 
Pi wvening paper of what passed at 
the Mixed Court yesterday. ‘The statemen‘s 
contained in your letter, and the report x0 far 
as they affect Messrs. 'E. D, Sassoon & Co. 
and myself, greatly surprise me as they are 


‘wholly untrue, 































‘The Chinaman Sze A, 


{as ieaat'tw year) exployed by Mewere Ee 
(at least ¥ 

D. Saasoon & Go. to bring to them their letcers 
from river and coast ‘on the arrival of 
the steamers, and he bas at the same time 
brought to me any such letters addressed to 
me. He has also been in habit of reporti 
to'E. D. Sassoon & Co, the arrivals, and 
departures of steamers and ships, as exhibited 
ou the Customs’ board, with quautities of 
opium carried by them and the names of the 
Consignees. ‘The information we always be- 
ed was obtained by him at the office of the 

8 Agents. It was never information 
‘was not open to any one interested. 
For this service Messrs. ‘Sassoon & Co. 
hhave frou time to time paid hima a few dollars, 
probably on an average of $2 per month, but 
not payable in any fixed amounts or at any 
particular times. “I paid him hothing. 

‘Neither I nor Messrs. Sassoon had any idea 
that the man was in your exclusive employ. 
In fact, so far as 1 am concerned, I was under 
‘the impression that he made bis living by 
doing for various firms what he did for 
Messrs. E. D. Sassoon & Co,, or something of 
the same kind. 

In conclusion I can only assure you that 
neither directly nor indirectly was the man 
employed either by Messrs. © D, Sessoon oF 
myself to furnish information to which we 
bint not faliy eetitiod, and that the idea of 
obtaining any information at your expense or 
to your detriment never entered oar Heads 

I am, Gentlemen, 
‘Your obedient servant, 


8. K. Mopy. 


Shanghai, 6th Jan., 1877. 
Messrs. Davip Sassoox, Soxs & Co.; 
Present. 


‘Dean Sins,—We have read the. ny> 
ing lotr addrvased to you by Mr. ok 
Mody, and we beg to coudtm all that he hao 
stated in it, 

We are, dear Sirs, 
‘Yours faithfully, - 
E, D. Sassoox & Co, 


Tan, 6th, 
Before the Chinese Magistrate Cuxy, and 
W. D, Seexcx, Enq. Act. Britich Assessor, 

Loitering. 

Five jinrikeha runnors were charged with 
loitering while plying for hire on the Bund, 
‘They were each sentenced to receive 30 blows, 
in addition to the confiscation of their license, 





known to me 
le time 
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‘A MODEL PHILANTHROPIST. 
(Sin-pao.) 

In the western suburb of Wu-chang Fo, in 
the province of Hupob, there lives a man of 
noble family named Chao Ta-yung, who is at 

resent in very reduced circumstances. Heearus 
is by teaching little children ; his 
disposition is supremely virtuous, and he never 
witnesses a good action without ‘being moved 
to emulate it. Bat his houso is as empty as 
er, 











year, during the winter, there was a man 
seeping bitterly in the street, erying out that 
‘mother had died and that he had no money 





sd | to give ber burial; whereupon Mr. Chao 





intely took off a far coat that be was 
‘aud pawned it, giving the money 
thus procured to the poor man. ently, 


he went without bis fur coat for 
winter. On another occasion, he me 
on the high road who hed alittle girl with 
him whom he wanted tosell for three thousand 
cash; aud Mr. Chao oon eet tae ch oe 
amount at beavy interest, il 

took her home with him, sud nourished her. 
‘Then, turning to the man, he told him to go 
and procure the food he was in such need of, 
and aftermanie to some, back and fetch the 
child ; “for,” said he, *L dou’t require you 
to pay back the money.” Bat the second day 
the girl.ran away ; and everybody laughed at 
him for being so neatly taken in. Mr. Chao 
then si and said, “Alas! am I then euch 
astupid fellow? The man only cheated me 
in spite of himself [because there was nothing 


























a Fe 5 do you want to follow . 
example, pray mn ev 

said, “Sie” what you say is indeed’ very 
sensible.” 


Just now the distress in the North is very 
acute, and it is computed that a thousand 
refugees arrive daily in Hupeh, with faces li 
the faces of birds from starvation. Many are 
erying with the cold and frost. When Mr. 
Chao first saw them he was moved with oo 
passion, but of course he was unable to assist 
them with so much as x measure of rice. He 
tions and friends, 
their assistance ; but they only 
shed at him for a fool. So one day Mr. 
a0 took a pieco of yellow paper, and wrote 
on it an account of the poor people's sufferings. 
‘This he took to the Huang-ho Lou (Yellow- 
k Temple) and laid it before the P'u-sa ; 
then prostrating himself upon the ground, he 
‘wept for a whole night long, until his eyes 
streamed with blood, and sobbingconvulsively, 
returned. 
‘The houses in Hupeh are not paved with 
bricks ; the floors are mado of earth,—hard, 
amootl, and dry—a hundred 
than brick. ‘The house now y 
Mr. Chiao is his ancestral home ; a Jong time 
ago it was greatly injured, and has never yet 
been repaired, “On the 36th day ofthe tenth 
month, his little boy by chauce was playing 
with a small hoo near a hole in ono of the 
floors, when suddenly the mother fancied she 
discerned something white anid shining, flicker- 
ingiuside. Up she sprang in afright, andlooked 
x hen, what should she sco but a 
, with which the hole 
ly filled ! at this Mrs, Chao 
was much rejoiced, and ran off to tell her 
husband of the discovery. ‘They then looked. 
again, together, when it was found that thero 
was an enormous pool of the metal, about a 
hundred piculs, In a moment the truth 
flashed upon Cao's mind ; “It is the id 
he said, ‘who thus answers my 
He then informed his friends, relativ 
ighbours of the circumstance, and requested 



























































tl selling the treasure, with 
the proceeds of which he purchased rice and 
othe for the starvi 








mandarins for distribution.—Thie 
to us by a friend who comes from Hupeh 
himeelf. 





A STRANGE STORY. 





sight Diagram: 
thriving trade. at 
-kiang. settled, he changed 
his name, 60 th ver knew who he 
was or where he came from ; 
perfect master of the occult scienci 
the winter of the present year, 
Ngan-ch’ing, where he made a great reputa- 
tion, and was received as guest of honor in 
the ‘house of a certain wealthy gentleman of 
much respectability. One day, this gentleman 
to witne 
object might 
| and Hu would 
immediately say what it was, by virtue of 
certain calculation One of the guests wrote 
two sentences from a poem, as follows : 


RAL GE ot WL TE Dy th 


“From the waters of yiin-inen vapour 5 
the waves cause the city of Yo-yang to rock. 


But he purposely wrote the character 


han erroneously, —thus Wes whereupon Hu, 


he magician, after puzzling over it, said— 
‘This is very curious! There are two lines 
‘of poetry, of five characters each ; why is 
there Aalf'a character short? The writer I 
‘aclever man; why has be written 
han like kin, maki nonsense of the 
sentence?” Tho guest then burst out laugh 
ing, and acknowledged that he had written 
wrong on purpose; while all the others ex- 
Claimed, “This man isa supernatural being! 
and began to treat him with profound respect. 

























































Among them wasa gentleman inoficial employ, 
who for a long time had had mi 

there was water in his father’s 3 
accordingly questioned Hu upon the subject, 
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‘The magician replied, “To-night I will in- 
vestigate the matter, and to-morrow you shall 
be informed of the result.” ‘The next day he 
told the mandarin that there certainly was 
water in the tomb ; that it flowed from the 
foot of a mountain situated in the east, follow- 
i cuitous course, till it found its way 
ito the coffin, The mandarin with 
g reverence offered him profuse 
thanks, and said, “Seeing, then, that this is 
indeed the case, what is to be doue? Can the 
tomb be saved?” ‘Although the tomb is 
full of water,” replied Hu, “the coffin must 
not be removed elsewhere. On the eastern 
‘and northern of the grave there are 
asnake and a tortoise ; these correspond to 
the two stara T'sing-lung and Yuen-wu, under 












































‘whose influence men acquire lionours and 
nobility. Moreover, the situation of the place 
iteelf is propitious, and if you move the coffin, 
you will do great mischief.” The mandarin 





Feplied, ‘The use of a tomb is that one 
ancestors may rest in peace; what is it th: 
the descendants may acquire fame? For my 
father’s bones to lie covered with foul water, 
what [compensation is it for me] to be a 
mandarin? Far better that I should not be ; 
better even that I died than lived.” He then 
himself upon his 
















ig him at the same tit 
must not afterwards rep hey tl 
geeded to open the tomb, when from 
dense fumes of hot vapour. ‘Don’t touch 
it” cried Hu ;—but his companion insist 
on looking more closely, 
Teft and hinder part of the coffin, a tortois 
‘and a snake, coloured green and scarlet, w 





















speared on the point of flying. Suddenly 
they disappeared 5 the magiciaa uttered 
shriek, and became transfixed with terror, 





‘and the mand 
hurried to re-closo 





repenting (of his haste] 
‘he tomb, Sutin less than a 
month afterwards, both the mand: 
his son died suddenly, 
magician, ‘it was their des 
with them, and I am in 
Indeed, I'cannot say what may bo yet in 
store. But the tomb has not been disturbed 
‘on the western and 
[the descendants] 
though never houoral 
last month, and has been distinctly recounted 
to us by a native of Hwei-chow, 


























A VIRTUOUS ROBBER. 

} (Sinpao.) 
i from Shaou-peb-tai, Yangchow, 
va called ‘Tung-hwuy. The 
inhabitants aro nearly all engaged in a 
cultural pursuits, though there are a 
tradera who live outside ; but of schol 
iw absolutely not one. “Among 
isa Mr. Chu, who lived with 
‘The uncle was a dyer 
ww wasatailor, Chu’s wil 
Wa; that of the nephew's wife was 
Krag ; and ‘although they belonged to 
/ Gifferent generations, there was not much 
Aifference between them in age. ‘The uucle 
fand nephew wero on very feienlly terme, and 
the women were much attached to each other ; 
they bad lived together in the same house for 
eight o nine years without ever having had a 
quarrel, ‘of the present year the 
nephew died ; and his relict vowed perpetual 
widowhood, ‘In this resolve she was supported 
by her aunt, the dyer’s wife, whose faraily 
lived at Shaou-peh. Qu the 30th day of the 
10th month, the mother of Mrs. Chu died, an 
event which necessitated the return of Mr. and. 
‘Mrs. Chu to that place. Ae, however, they 
did not wish to leave the young widow alone 
in the house, they begged an ol! neighbour 
to go and slay with her in their absence, +n 
the neighbourhood there lived also a very bad 
man named Chao Teb-shen, anative of Hupeb, 
































who had previously been a soldier. This man 
for along time had cast sheeps’-eyes at the 
girl, and, wished to get, her into his power. 


fow that there were only two women alone 
in the house, he thought the chance a good 
one. So on the tenth of the present 
moon he armed himself with a dagger, 
and about imidnight jumped over the wall 
of tho house, He then rushed to the 
apartments occupied by, the widow and 
threatened to murder her there aud then if she 
persisted in the vow she had undertaken. ‘The 
girl replied by offering her throat to the knife ; 


ig | Marke 


when suddenly the door was violently kicked 
open and in buret a tall fellow who wrested 
the weay out of the ruffian’s hands and 
threw him on the floor. He then cried out to 
the old neighbour to bring him some rope, 
wherewith he bound the man securely, and 
told fhe younger woman to. go and ronte the 
neighbours. ‘The people all came pouring in, 
and reco ised that ‘the man was Chao Teb- 
shen ; whereupon they all set toand hammered 
him," One of them then turned to thestranger 
and asked him who he was, and where he had 
come from. ‘I am aP'i-chow man,” he said, 
“and my name ie Ts‘ao ; I was passing through 
the town, and having no money came into this 
house to commit a robbery ; here I found this 
fellow, who was after a worse business than I, 
and feeling much enraged I made him fast.” 
Then an old man among the neighbours said 
“Well you area good man, after all. Had it 
not been for you the girl would have been 
Killed, and we should all have got into serious 
.” He then informed the t-pao of the 
and Chao Teli-shen was sent to Hupeh 
for severe puuishment ; while the inhabitants 
all clubbed together and collected sufficient 
money to set the virtuous robber up in trade. 














BIOTS IN SINGAPORE. 
(Straits Times.) 

‘The notification which appeared in last Fri- 
day's Government Gazette, to the effect that a 
Chin ub post-office would be 
treet to-day, has been, 
of some interested leaders of tl 


















coolies by persuading them 
t of the sub ost ofce 
upon the poorer 

nd that instead of reay 
which they have 
mall sums of money cheaply 
to their friends in China, they would in future, 
in the hands of their own countryman, be 
















tions, emanating probably from some leaders 
of Secret Societies, have it is stated been 
circulated within the last week, offering a 
for the head of the Chinaman who 
doputed to conduct the sub post-office 
in question ; and the authorities having as 
certained this, took precautions to assure 
jing men among the Chinese that the 
ngement was made for the especial 
convenience of the poorer classes of their 
countrymen, and it was understood that com- 
munications to that effect would Le circulated 
mong the people. This moruing, however 
bout 8 o'clock, soon after the sub post-office 
had been opened for business, a riotous crowd 

















;| collected in Market Street and attacked the 


office, sticks and bottles were freely used and 
eventually it was entered and every article of 
furniture therein destroyed. The Royal coat 
of arms over the door was pulled down ; and 
everything in the place breakable was smashed 
to pieces.” ‘The police, under Mr. Maxwell, 
were quickly on the spot, but the rioters being 
in an excitable state attacked them ; aud Mr. 
Maxwell was knocked down and severely 
handled. A portion of the rioters then made 
an attack upon the ‘Teluk Ayer Police Station 
and the Ellenborough market Police Station 
in such force and with so mach determination 
that the police fired upon them, and the con- 
sequence was three men were ‘killed. From 
inquires made at the police stations and at 
the hospitals we understand that only a few 
Chinamen in addition to those killed have 
been wounded, and now that the class 
who are ever ready to raise a quarrel have 
learnt that any attempts to, attack police 
ns will meet with effectual and proj 
probable they will think 

bursting out into such miserable 
rebellious rioting. Crowds of Chinese have 
been collecting round the ransacked office all 
day, but the police guard the street, and every 
precaution has been taken in the event of any 
Gifficulties during the night or to-morrow. 
‘The sub post-office will, we understand, be 
re-opened to-morrow morning for the transac. 
tion of business, A considerable number of 
the rioters were arrested, and twenty-five 
of them were placed upon ‘trial before Cap- 





















tain Walshe to-day; of. these, seventeen 


+ | indace them toresume busin 


r | and shops are 





were sentenced: fe three months’ Figorons 
imprisonment thirty stripes with a 
fatten each, under the provisions Seo. TI. 
Ord. 6 of 1872 ; but six of them were declared 
by Dr. Anderson unfit to receive the atripes 
allotted to them, ‘Five of the prisoners were 
sentenced to three months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment ouly. Three rioters were convicted 
under the provisions of Section 153 of the 
Penal Code for orying out ‘Pah Lah! Pab 
Lah” and urging on others to fight, and each 
has been sentenced to six months’ rigorous im- 
prisoument, a week of such to be soli 
confinement, and at the termination to enter 
into recoguizances for their future good 
behaviour. Twenty-five men have been dealt 
with in this manner and fifteen others are 
vaiting trial. The ‘magistrate and police 
have thus proved themselves equal to the 
occasion. 














On Saturday forty-four of the rioters were 
tried before Captain Walehe at the Police 
Court, and of these seventeen were sentenced 
to three months’ rigorous imprisonment and 
thirty stripes with a rattan each. Five of 
these were declared by the Colonial Surgeon 
unfit to receive the Iatter punishment, and 
twenty-seven of the prisoners were sentenced 
to four months’ rigorous imprisonment each, 
and eolitary confinement during the last week 
in each month, 

On Saturday and yeuterday, business was 
suspended at Ellenborough Market, and 
provision shops wereclosed tothe in 
of many, and an, proclamation, 
doubtlessby the leaders of the riots, was posted 
near the market advisiog that provisions should 
not be sold to the “Barbarians,” Mr, Read, 
Mr. Pickering, and other gontlemeu, went to 
the merket dealers and the shopkeopers to 

and the reply 
‘who were then 




























peared. 
sequence, Mr. Douglas, the Colonial Secretary, 
suinmoned a number of towkays to meet him 
at the Police Office yesterday afternoon, and 
he informed them of the intention of the 
Government, and warned all the Chinesedeatera 
to open ther shops, else, i they continued 
disobedient, the consequences to them would 
be serious.” Mr. Pickering, who deserves 
reat crit for the indefatigable manner he 
as acted during these riots, translated Mr. 
Douglas! remarks to the traders, Afterwards 














the Colonial Seoretary, accom by all the 
unoficial members of Council, visited the 
towkays in custody, and informed them of the 





decision of the Government, which intelligence 
they received with anything but eatisfaction, 
A detachment of the 80th Regiment, under the 
command of Col. Lynch, was in readiness 
outside the Central Station, and the 
twelve prisoners were marched between the 
columns. of troops through Boat Quay to 
Johnston's Pier, where they were placed in a 
boat which conveyed them to the Plufo. ‘That 
Yestel immediately steamed rome distance out. 
Crowds of Chinese witnessed the procession 
in Boat Quay, and this determined action of 
Government is sure to have good effect, 
Shortly after the prisoners had been placed on 
board the Plufo, about, six bundred marines 
and blue jackets from the Detached Squadron. 
were paraded on Collyer Quay, whether 
owing to misunderstanding or not is not 
known, but the step could not have been 
adopted for the purpose of making a show of 
our strength as was surmised, because the 
police have shown themselves quite competent 
to deal, without assistance, with those 
miserable rioters. This morning the markets 

open and trade proceeda as usual. 
‘Mr. ‘Trotter, the Post-Mastor General, with 
admirable tact, bad the sub-post office ‘which 
was attacked, reopened, and all tetters for the 
Chinese are uow being delivered through that 
office. The Chinamen who have charge of the 
office addressed the curious few who had 
assembled outside the shop, assuring them of 
the advantages which the establishment of the 
office offers, and business is now being carried 
on there under Mr. Trotter's activesupervision. 
We may conclude, therefore, that the riots are 
at an end ; and wo have to thauk the Govern- 
ment for the measures taken to quell the 
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disturbances, The police behaved admirable, 
and tke public are greatly indebted to Captain 
Wobhe, Mr. Maxwell, the Inspectors, and 
the bod erally, for the ‘¢ manner 
SB'whioh they have acted during the anxious 
days since Friday last. His Excellency, the 
Governor, haa ordered the police tobe paraded 
in front of the central station this afternoon, 
at four o'clock, when he intends to thank them 
Personally for the services they have 
rendered. 


‘We reprint from the Straits 





‘trans- 





ations of two of the proclamations lately 
posted in Singapore, aa samples of the means 
‘used to exo:te the riots :— 





«Tf any honeat or virtuous man will cut off 
the head of the Post Office Farmers, they will 
bbe rewarded with 100 ta 

‘The ancients sid, “Rules that exist do 
not abolish ; laws that are not in existence 
do not establish.” Any laws that are of 











to the righteous principle. “The saying is, 
the family whi up a store of good: 
wwe an abundance of happiness ; 

a up @ atore of wickedness, 
bundance of misery. ‘Ths 
rales of heaven are clear, you cannot neglect 
them in the least.“ Though you may do 
wicked things without men seeing, their fect 
above your heads are the intelligent spirits.” 
The perfect man wished to assist and 
cour the miserable. ‘The ancients said, 





















‘Bot he is worse than the animals 
How, some of your intelligent ones have 
impored on the Barbarian prince and intrigued 
to farm the Post Office, just for their own 
vate interett, Surely they do. not know 
Bie righteousness of Heaven, thus to burt and 
injure us Chinese for the benefit of bar- 
barians. What kind of righteousness is 
this? ‘Truly this can be called regatdin 
rofit and forgetting justice. This is like 
Fig ancients "Neow Yen Sea, Tia Pi 
and these men now where are they? Their 
sinking names are banded down to all genera- 
tions. “How vile were they! How can you 
niake such a mistake ; why are you not more 
careful! The decrees of Heaven cannot be 
impugned. If you gain myriads of mo: 
what benefit will that be? You cannot avoid 
the punishment of evil, and you will in- 
volve your posterity. Having separated from 
Jour humen mature, early sod late yoo will 
‘meet with m! tunes ; you wil 
for men to assist you. In the time of your 
misfortune, certainly men will asst you with 
@ hammer to take away your life’ In all 
your calculations is there no other way of 
Dusking profit ; do you persist in acting like 
children and women? Your work is clumsy in 
the extreme ; think early on the misfortunes 
you will causo and find some other way of 
getting a liveliiood, and you will avoid the 
curses of all men. 
10th Moon, 28th ; 13th Deo, 


Riches and wealth are the things men 
desire, poverty aud meanness are what men 
Gialike, ‘These things are settled by Heaven, 
how can peoplo get them by seeking? The 
sages havo said, ‘A virtuous man desiring 
wealth will get it according to. justice, 20 
that he may not be ashamed.” We hear that 
lately one or two rascals with covetous desires, 
and disregarding justice, have been with the 

‘and with fair speeches and 
jave eatablished a poat office, 












































intriguing plant 


Intending to begin gradually and to go on to a 8% 
ey inter 


at depth, to oppress. th 
nese in their private gains, To rich men 
8 not matter, but truly it is cheating 
the poor peopl le have come to these 
barbarous tribes; is it not because our families 
are poor and can scarcely pass the day over, 
for want of food? Is it not that to feed our 
ives and children we have left our relatives 
and come here to labour and carry, and to 
trade a little for profits which are sent to 
then ‘to assist their 7. necessities? 
|though they are only going to us 
_<cltpua they ayo sig to charg 
will raise the fees very mach ; their hearts 
‘and disposition eannot be satistied ; they will 
‘very soon raise up their rates till they are 
heavy and they wil not eend letters, And are 
you going to be the only man who caries let 
Surely you are vary conceited and proud ; 














you value the rich and despise the poor ; so 
you say, small sums people will not send by 
You, others are too poor and miserable, they 
can't send. These are causing n0 ‘email 
amount of misery. Some men’s wives will 
ITeave their husbands. Some mothers will net 
be able to rear their children. © Heaven! 0 
Heaven ! why do you not send five thunders 
to strike these mien dead ! thesc men with 
wolves’ hearts and doge’ actions. This writing 
is made to make theso men fear. And we 
pray that all virtuous and good men will wait 
till the time they open the Establishment, 
and then let them all attack and kill these, 
evil rascals, thus preventing them from ruin- 
ing men for the future. If they are allowed to 
open these establishments, then let all stop 
business and trade. 





TELEGRAMS ON THE EASTERN QUESTION. 


‘London, 11th Dec. 

Lord Salisbury bad an audience of the 
Sultan on Saturday, and was cordially 
received. 

Constantinople, Dec. 12th. 

‘The first informal meeting of the Conference 
was held at the Russian Embassy yesterday. 
A more confident feeling prevails concerning 
the result. 

‘At the Conference yesterday, General Igua- 
tieff being president, a conciliatory disposition 
was manifested on all sides, but proceedings 
aro kept secret. 5 

‘As toon as bases of agreement are settled, 
the Ottoman delegates will assiat in the deli- 


berations, 
Mth December. 
‘bsence of the Ottoman delegates from 
the preliminary sittings of the Con i 
causing discontent at Constantinople. 
London, 1€th December. 

A Plenary Conference will take place next 
week. 

A Government despatch from Vilayed, on 
the Danube, informs the Porte that Russian 
Agents are inciting the Bulgarians to send a 
‘deputation to Constantinople to solicit Russian 


‘occupation. 
17th December. 

‘The St. Petersburg Herald states that tho 
noutral occupation of Bulgaria is the extreme 
limit of Russia's concession. - The Porte, how- 

rejects any foreign occupati The 
‘ah armaments are being pushed forward 
with great a 

‘The Profatory Conference is ended ; no 
formal resolution has beeu drawn 

General Ignatieff has informed Lord Salis 



























bury that Rusia would accept Swiss or 
Belgian occupation of Bulgaria. 
‘England has not yet replied to: the sugges- 


2st December. 


tion. 





expected. 
the Cabinet has deferred a resolution o: 
the question of the occupation of Bulgaria 
pending reference to the Queen. 





Russia proposes that Bulgaria should be 
‘occupied by Belgian troops to the number of 
6,000. 


‘Lord Beaconsfield is adverse to this occupa 
tion, thinking it inadequate. 

‘The acceptance of Belgium is doubtful. 
Switzerland has already declined the sug- 
tion to occupy Bulgaria. 

‘Lord Beaconsfield is unwell. 

Persia ia closely watching the Eastera 
question, and in the event of a war will pro- 
bably occupy: Bagdad. 

‘The sentinels of ‘a fortress at Belgrade 
have fired on an Austrian Monitor. Owing 
to this incident, the Servian Ministry has 
resigned. 








Glippings. 





In the money article of The Times of 


12th October, we notice the following 











paragraph :— Messrs, W. C. Hulbert aud 
©o. announce that they have taken into 
partnership Mr. Arthur Barf, formerly 








of the firm of Tootal, Broadhurst, Leer 
and Co., of Mauchester.”—Mr, W. C. 
Hulbert is the grandson of the old and 
well-known firm of Hulbertand Co, ‘The 
place of business is 9, Great Tower 
Street, London, E.C. 


‘There are few more pleasant sights at 
Christmas tide than the delight evinced by 
the children at the provision made for their 
enjoyment. At the Basel Mission House and 
the German Foundling House, two of the moat 
pleasant assemblies were held on Christmas 
Ere. At the former the girls, under Mr. and 
Mrs. Loercher, sang several’ hymns with a 
sweetness which would scarcely be credited 
of Chinese ; and the samo feature was remarked. 
at the Foundling House, where the kind 
labours of Pastor and Mrs, Kliteke are put 
forth. ‘The usual distribution of presents and 
{mas boxes furnished the occasion for the 
intense excitement and ire to the 
children, as they crowded round the Christmas 
tree ; and we are sure that many adults would 
take a greater interest in these gatherings 

ious of the pleasure they 





















red in Canton on thi 
December last. Th 
was one of the wealthiest 
suburb, The origin of the fire was supposed 
to be incendiarism, occurring as it did in a 
shop which had been just vacated as 
opium smoking divan. More than ten honses 
were consumed, and among them were three 
well-known eating houses. No lives wi 
Jost, but the families of the respectal 
Chinese living in this neighbourhood wi 
much alarmed. 1n the case of one aristocratic 
house, there happened to be a coflin contain. 
ing the remaing of a deceased relative ; and 
on the alarm being given, th 
were placed i anxious 
for the safety of the coffin, which was re- 
moved before any other property was looked 
altor.—Jdem. 

































‘Writing on summer beverages, the Colonists! 
Guide says :—In the matter of tea, Australians 
have to plead to being the heaviest drinkers 
upon record, We doubt whether the Chinese 
themselves drink tea to the same extent as 
Australians—the Chinese in this country are 
nowhere in comparison with bushmen as tea 
imbibers, ‘To many this may seein a blomish 
nearly, if not quite, as bad aa the drinking of 

liquors, -wWe cannot subscribe to hat 
» although admitting. that tea in its 
natural ‘state is by no means the innocent 
beverage that many persous believe it. But 
tea well swectened with sugar is a very 
different article, It is then not only a be- 
verage but a substantial food, as many a way. 
farer can and will testify for ages to come, 
Until the something still wanted as a beverage, 
in the place of beer, is discovered, we know of 
nothing better than tea, Ono reason for the 
known stimulating effect of tea is that i 
urually taken warm, ‘The nearer, our drink 
in to the natural eat of the body (98 degrees ), 
the more effectual it 
thirst ; but, with the perve 
man in proportion to h ization, we long 
for cold drinks in warm weather, and hot 
drinks in cold weather, and yet drink what we 





























‘hat follows 











imply 
jo the 






drink t 


the system. 


It may be of interest to hero-worahippet 
learn th beverages by which divers 
great men are said to have stimulated their 
faculties. Frederick the Great, like a good 
many other persons, had a particular affection 
for Tokay. Napoleon preferred Chambertin, 
but liked black coffee even better.. Peter tho 
Great thought Madeira the best of wines, but 
regarded brandy as superior to all other drio 
Marsbal Richelieu held Medoc in the highest 
honour, aud Rubens had the strange taste to 
esteem’ Marsala the finest of wines. John 
Bart, whom the French persist in imagining 
to have been a great admiral, drank confusion 
tothe English in bumpersof Beane. Rabelaia 
thought that “the divine bottle” never looked 
more admirable than when filled with Chablis, 
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Biarebal Saxo had 
‘ehampagne ; whi 
‘countenance is 
at the sight of a pipe of Malmeey. 1 
Emperor Charles V. would plan his campaigns 
‘and. devise more stringent laws for the 
repression of heresy over 
Alicant wine. His riv 
himeelf for the loss of everythi 
mith a.cup of Xeres, or, aa we should say, 
Jase of sherry. Henri IV., whether as 
ublic or 2 Protestant, was faithful to 
vintage of Suresnes, In more recent times 
ious of » Goethe was often fired with 
Eottlo of Johannisberg., Hamboldt studied 
and. wrote unpleasant things about his friends 
under the gentle influence of Sauterne. 
Telloyrand often owed ay hour of good-natare 
to Chateau Margayx.—Pall Mall Gazette, 


A case of ome importance was heard yeater- 


day at the Criminal Sessions, Some men 
charged with stealing opium from a boat 
while in British waters set up the defeuce that 
the owner was a noted smuggler, and they 
were acting und ructions of a 
mandarin named Wong in seizing 

Chief Justice did not attach much 
this plea, but told the prisoners that, 
‘true, it wae no justification for the offen 
‘They had no right, though at the behes 
Chinese mandarin, to violate British waters, 
and that such offences must be put down, 
He accordingly’ sentenced the ty Fincil 
culprits to five years’ p 

three floggings each. ‘This 
i be hoped, have lutary effect in 
repressing offences of the kind. Seizures of 
Gutiable goods would soon get common in 
waters if the plea that the owners intend 
pmuggling them were tobe allowed. As it is, 
‘there is good reason to believe that pirates are 
frequently lurkii t the harbour ready 
to board jank ize the cargo on. tl 
6 Customs officer YW 


‘2 decided predilection for 
the i 













































































impossible for legitimate 
h much less to thrive, ‘Tho story told 
is esterday may or may not 
a ao 
joubtedly acquiesce most heartily in the 
e-passod upon them by Sir Joka 
—Daily Press. 


A letter from Erzeroum in the Borsenzeitung 
ifoue may judge by the feveris 
with which ‘tho Porto 


among the Turkish 
of the presont negotiations endin, 
The Kurds are being recruited wi 
onorgy ; they make excellent fighting 
though they seem very unwil 


























the ranks of the regular army. 
Armonia is to supply” thirty battalions of 
regular troops—a force which it will be 








di and which would certainly 
not havo been demanded except in case of 
urgent necessity. ‘The Kur i 

induced to volunteor by the promise that they 
will not have to serve in Europe. ‘The total 
foreo which tioned in Asia Minor 










10,000 ‘me 
obstacle to an 


expected that 
many volunteer arrive from 
Caucasus, the Mahommedan Circas 

ig already promised their assistan 
respectable fleet is being assembled at Sinope, 
and the correspondent adds that man 
Englishmen are also coming to that harbour, 
the Porto haviug decided to give all the more 
important posts in its navy to persons who 
have sorved as officers or engineers ou 
English ships. Tho Turkish naval officers are 
to be attached either to the army or to the 
coast batteries. —Pall Mall, 


Noticing Sir Charles Dilke’s article on China 
lately, we left untouched the passage in 
which he put a complexion on what is called 
the Hongkong blockade unfavourable to the 
view of the local merchants, As we reprinted 






































this ‘among others, it may be as well 
to point out how, in this aa in other matters, 
he ha been too eager,to prove his countrymen 
in thie wrong. ‘That ‘some smuggling ured to 
go on befween the British island of. r7 
ft ie anain! ae of rang is no doubt true, 
mat the preventing smuggli rely 
cats onthe country into tbs pore nA 
goods are taken, not on that from which 
Smugglers draw ‘them. It would be grossly 
absurd to say Shak, the Colesial Government 
ver enciyraged the smuggling in any way, 
so that the case of the Chinese authorities 
i us, go far ag the mere fact that 
took place is concerned, breaks 
outset. But in what way does 
the Canton Government attempt to 
from the importation of smuggled ? 
Not by any improvements in the efficiency of 
its legitimate preventive service, but by estab. 


ishing the famous blockade ; by settin, 
ite cruisers to hang about the very entrauee 
of Hongkong harbour and board the junke 
as 


ey come ont. ‘The proceeding is 20 
unusual in its nature that we doubt if any 
specific law of intervational usage would for- 
bid it, but the character of the operation 
bo approvated if wo imagine England « 
ships of war to patrol the French coast 
board vessels beyond British territorial 
























waters in advance, if they were found to be 
roceeding to an English port. Sir Charles 
Bitke would be the first man, if such an at- 





tempt were made, to shriek at the overbearing 


al audacity of his ‘rufianly compatriots, The 





only reason why the present aystem is allowed 
to go on seems to be that our policy in China 
for a long time past has been to,endure any- 
thing rather than make a row. ‘The present 
attempt in Macmillan to palliate the conduct 
of the Chinese authorities in this matter is th 

firat we’ have seen made anywhere. 

blockade cannot quench, of course, but it is 
simply.nongente te aay that it doesnot impede 
and obstruct the colonial commerce so far as 
thia is carried on in native vessels.—Pioneer, 


















‘A serious fire. ocoarred on the first day of 
the eleventh moon in the western suburb of 
K’i-chow, in Hupeb. ‘The house of a i-t’ai 
named Wang Wila-fei was entirely surrounded 
by the flames, and the smoke which hung 


around it was so thick as.to prevent the in- | * 


‘When the 


mates from making their escape. | 
idenly a man 


panic was at its height, su: 
‘appeared, leading seven other men, tall, strong 
fellows, who plunged into the tion. 
‘Their bodies wero drenched. with water, even 

‘and when they saw Wang Win- 











remainder then rushed into 
moits and rescued in like ma 
children of Wang, each man 








* | gentlemen, 
1d | Feserve all cur compliments for Sir Thomas's 





carrying & 
shouting as they passed out again through th 
mnoke. On reaching the placo where 
had been taken they put down his cl 
before him and said, “All your family aro 
safe; have you anything elsé in your house 
you want saved, fal presents, or any. 
thing of the sort? Let us know, and we 
will go and bring them out.” Wang burst 
into tears, and replied: “Iam. indeed for- 

















moment the fire burst out again in fresh fury, 
so that it.was impossible to eater the house 
again! The leader of the seven. men then 
threw himself on his knees before Wan, 

cried, ‘Have you then forgotten 





‘and 
jeagu 
Feng-shan [tke man’s own name]? I have 
this day repaid a heavy, debt of gratitude ; 
take care now of your own person,” —and 
then fled rapidly away. Wang called after 

im to come back, buthe toole no heed. After 
carefal reflection, however, Wang remembered 
that twenty years before, he had saved a little 
rebel boy whom he had ‘found in the camp of 
‘certain Major-General Chang ; and that this 
child was no other than Sesou’ Feng-shan. 
Seaou was at that tiniealad of fifteen, and was 
captain of a children’s corps ; aud he had fled 
with his company from the rebel camp to the 
Imperial forces. The Goveroment soldiers, 
however, doubted whether there was not some 
treachery, and were for killing all the'children 
there and then; whereupon Wang Witn-fei 
Inid the matter before the Major-General, and 
succeeded in saving them just as they were all 
sbout to be put to death, The childreu vere 


























then distributed among a number of the 
soldiers, each man entrusted with the 
care of a single child.—Sinpao, i 


‘We cannot copgratulate the foreign residents 
of Shanghai upon;the address they rosie 
to jomas “Wade on the occasion of 
departure for England. Ite diction is lab 
and clumsy, its general tone aud spiti 

gre fulsome to the, verge of unmanliness, and 
in View of the grave ditatisfaction with which 
‘the British community at Shanghai, and indeed 
thronghont China, has regarded the pplicy 
pursued ‘and the attitude assumed by our 
Minister ‘at P, during tho last “s 
Years, ie wholly nnwarthy of the oseasion. 

‘hether Sir Thomas Wade or the merchants 
form the more just estimate of this policy and. 
attitude, we sball not here pretend to deci 
We only allude to 9 wide divergence of opinion 


















18 | between them which has notorigusly existed, 


And which was simply faotioua on the part of 
the latter if the extravagant compliments of 
their address are held to mean anything.” Of 


course when mén part under uch oiroum- 
tances as those which marked the late ogo 












post 
things which could do no good an 
necessarily causo pain, But this 
ment for a prostration which abandons every 
point of contention, and reduces.all future 
possible expression of dissatisfaction to #0 
much evanescent grimbling which a Minister 
may safely and wisely disregard, ‘The whole 
thing was overdone. If the Minister merited 
the address presented to him, the whole of 
the dissatisfaction expressed at. his policy 
during the past seven years, and especially 
lately, constitutes a grave reflection tipo’ the 
public and the organs of public opinion. ‘It 
he did not merit the address, one of a dif 
character should have been ‘presented. to, him 
one equally agreeable to him as a man j 
ing a largo number of old friends, but atudi- 
ously ignoring the points on which le’ bas 
been so much at igaue with public opinion, or 
merely glancing at them in such a manner as 
to show that though the difference of view 
existed, the moment of the Minister's de- 
parture was not an opportune ong for makin, 






































adverse reflections upon his policy, 
iknow that Sir Thomas Wade ig high-minded 
i 1g and indefatigable 
di But every 





le to. the fre 
opinion, and that this 


public man knows that he 
‘expression of publi 
must 





times, whether more or leas justly, 
the. peualty 
0) 






paid. for 
not av re 


ry: 
the hands of men who 
express their opinions like goutlemen about 
If the truth must be told, wo 





zoply.to the address, which was as graceful, 
aly aad straightforward as anythis Lages 

3 to the circumstances aa it wan 
worthy, of hie character. Ho alluded point- 
aaly,ta the divergence of opinion which bad 
exinted betwoen ‘himself and those who had 
just addressed him, but. did so with the best 
possible taste’and’féelizg, and parted from 
‘them with all the more credit to himeelf.that 
their valedictory address practically conceded 
—whether intentionally or not—every poiut 
of differenco, between himself and th 
Japan dail. , 
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London 18,620. ST 

” 1,103,21 

(Trieste 0,42 

Bombay 274.12 

London 3,695.42 

oh ” 785.68 
‘Tobihatchoit * 19/Bombay z 47.08, 
Deucalion 4,716.93) \Gadebitt  12\London 111,469.67} 2,732.65) 14,202.32 
1.10|Geclong 2 | on * 36.55) 307.73) ‘434.28 

10,563. 27| ” . 19|Bombay 0.45) 222.11) 222.56 

301. 64|StateofLouivians,, . 2}|Loudou 11,293.71) 998.22) 12,291.93 

mf By 861.88] 4,486.03 

” 104.86) 707.55 

Bombay 23.87] 23,87 

London 665.96) 3,376.90 

Loudon 319.53) 319.53 

Suez 4.04 4.04 

Bombay 16.16) 16.16 

iano ‘London 2,937.78) 7,024.76 
Minatitlan 4lNicolajefel| 449.96) 698.97 
Mongolia 8|London 1,245.61| 9,271.63 
108,00) ”’242.40 

1» 162.62, 162.62 

7,125.71|Lombardy 304.95 369.95 

11)Bamburgh| ¥ - 49.44 78.06] "78.06 

12\London 5 0.35) 0.85 

° 636.05) 636.05, 

 23)Marseilles 0.60 





 23/Bombay ‘Si863} 218.68 
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i 9,016.51[Black Prince - 3,344.71] 2,678.26] 6,022.97 

Oyphrenes .. 9 16,288.41|Anchises 150.01] 2,809.85) 2,859.86 
Porhawur 3,163.12|Fleurs Castle. 872.62} 606.67} 1,179.29 
ree 8.25] ‘825 68.90) 122.02, "181.01 
Peshawar . ¥ + 2jBombay 248.10} 248.10 
* ilandoa 1,687.77] 946.40) 2,634.17 


Sued ssseercrene zx z 3 1679.49, 935.40, 1,634.89 
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{London 1,230.79) 21,532.99 
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3.94] 3.94 

242.32] 761.62 
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37.02] 79.60 





248.44) 132.31) 380.75 
3.04) 123.73] 126.77 
332.40] 776.66) 1,109.06 
wigas} $1029) 212467 
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{569,772.89}55,731.11) 625,504.00 
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‘The above is exclusive of 4,940.76 picals, taken by the s.s. Batral, which cleared at Hankow (for Tientsi 
of 2,581 packages anf 1,229.40 piculs cleared by the Kasligar at Shanghai, on the 19th of Sept., for tr: 
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EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS.—SEASON 1866-7. 

























































































































































TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA. TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA.—Continued. 
Vassm's Nate, [Dare] C%2™| Brack. | Gazex. | Torat | Vassex's Naw | Dare] CME! Brace. | Gnexx, | Toran 
Pioula. | Pieula,_|~Picule, 
[Boston |\Sept26|New York 1,60} 1,804.99 
|Yokohama| 19) ” 1,224.02 10,780.64 
iNew York . So Nagasaki 1,08} 1.08 
3 20| Yokobama| 1.00) 1.00 
|Hiogo ‘TN'lajofek 719.44) ‘719.44 
|Nagasaki (Oct. 14)New York 309.82} 7,758.54 
‘York Fr ” 335.34) ee 
Nagoya B. ‘. - i ¥ 
Negoye Mara |S. F’eisco 13/8. F'eisco 69.23) 69,22 
Ne « in |New York! 31|New York 21.99) 763.56 
i [Montreal 3 sgeesk as 1.08 
iroshima Ma \Nagasaki jew York 1) 
ne pearl ogo UlLovdon 109.84 
D : Zz Wladi'at jicago 49) 
Sieatoe <n New York 1lffamilton | 11:19 
Magoya Maru. |, Me 23INew York| 2,399.27] 
Fy 3) |S. 29)¥okohama om es ees * 
Gleam, . |New York Tokio Mara... , = 720] 
Tokio Maru .. Yokohama Hiroshima Mara 0 2.40) 
Nevada .. Ks New York INew York |" 526.10) 
sages (Chicago ” 1,796.81) 
oe Yokohama, ——-——_] 
Bengal. iNew York! ‘Total......} 15,388.69) 
SHANGHAI SILK, COTTON AND OPIUM RETURNS, FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE |, 1876. 
FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 
i SILE. 
To To To to Have. ‘Taran 
Onsar Basrary, | Manamniza ss} yzrc,, |RO80,CoustFonrs,) Torat Cems. | ta iemprao, | GRAND Toral. 
Be | Bs | te) oe mon | Be 
Bebtegene Ahipaenta "si e ey * z ast 
‘Total, 22,818 $2,083 2,067 207 . 68,175 
coTrTon. 
HonoKoxe, be. Const & Rivenine Ponts, Javan, Tort. 
Baport. | Reexport. | iors, | Bxport. | Reexport. | hppea, | Bxport. [Reesyort.( uty |’ Pious, 
Foley it apr. oat wes rat Bet, 
Bubeoqulue Shipments poe Tiree nr “ Bere 
‘Total... 43,898.33 «+ | 163,877.15 22,433.75 “ +217,700,28 














OoPpirium. 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 6ru JANUARY, 1877. 









Mans Parma. Brnants, 
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Ohest. Weight. | Gheate. Weight. | Oheate. Weight. 
aso) 8177.60 a 1ne40 





Imnorted and stored onboard Resiving Veale 
faported aud tranehipped for re-exportation wit 
itcalving Venda asied one 






















2050 | us 197.60 






200} 11640 


m0 | i 1220 
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Dewcription. Chiang. | Chetoo, | Tientsin, |Nowchwang.| Ningpo. | Hongkong. | Amoy, | Total 












BaBvresran, Cus Hatton Wight lone. Went Jonte, Webt.|ohte, Weht Joh. Weht|chta, Weht Johts, WebtJOhte Wabt/Ohtn, Wht 
152 152.00) 29° 39.00) 14 14K a sf os se] 10S" 105 s[ ss | ee] 800° $00.00 
& Goo) 1 120/ .. 1 1820. 
4 am 4 450 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 10ra JANUARY, 1877. 


Ansivats—The.P. & O. steamer Khiva, with the London mails of 24th November, the steamship Diomed from 
Liverpool, and the steamship Gordon Castle from London. 





PIECK GOODS.—Great quietness has prevailed in this market since last Wednesday, and the leaning is towards stagnation at the close. 
‘But that goal is remotely removed, TI uctions—almost our only landmarks now—keep the embers of busiuess aglow, and force 
‘the traders from their retreats, At same timo the circle of private sellers is narrowing. Holders are becoming more and more confident, 
and have actually refused (paorrrs) prices that they would hi jumped at” a week ago. Even Exchange has lost its hold upon some of 
them, and they will look only to the improvement, at home ir talk is all of that improvement, and its inevitable (as hoped for) 
effect for will they listen to anything short of the equivalent of the latest home prices, ‘imation thereto 
which, it is hardly to say, the unc oted quotations do not represent. Such firmus 
fancy they will rise euperior to it, as they have done in times gone bye. They hold Manchester and ber seethiugs in contempt. A few 
short weeks of waiting (eay they) and the force of circumstances—these being bills to meet, a better sterling rate &o.y &e.—will humble 
the heart of the proudest importer, and make him as willing a seller as he has ever been. Time will shew. 

Exclusive of the auctious the business reported on the market has been very trifling, but it ic noteworthy that where a ficm stand 
has been made buyers got the worst of it. For instance 8jlbs. Grey Shirtings—Red Pheasant—have been taken provisional; ery 
the holder declined ‘Tis. 1.75, but let the dealer have a fe t the price at which the market for the chop will next open, For Drills too 
an offer of Tis, 1.874 cash for Stewart's R. Dragon has »jected, and Tis. 1.17 is the current qu ion for Lion and Flag 7ibs, 
T-Clothy, with few ov sale, Jeans are likewiae the turn against the dealers, who. yesterday bought 900 pisces of « good Peacock chop at 
‘Tis, 1.73, or a rise of 6 cents per piece on previous sales. Common chops have also been dealt in at full former standards ; and it is not 
Pleasant in the face of these to have to draw attention to the decline yesterday's auction depicted, or to that which has take 
place in the value of ordinary to low classed G4-reed White Shirtings, been disposed of to extent of nearly 10,000 pieces, 
rates ranging between Tis. 1.574 and Tis. 1.65 per piece. ‘These have been in some request, and the only explanation of the fall that 
suggests eet is, that the patience of holders must have been worn out in continued wilting fae those higher prices which never would 
come to them. Fancy Cottons are as dull of sale as ever, and Woollens have dropped in value all round. Long Sils,—While the quotation of 
V. Dark Blue has been maintained at Tis. 7.20, Scarlet has receded to Tis. 6.50 per piece—less 4 %. U.U. has been sold at The 6.55 free 
of brokerage, and the price of C.P.H. Scarlet, as paid at the Afin sale yesterday is Tis, 6.66, also free of brokerage. Total privat 

business about 3,000 pieces.—Spanish Stripes and Camlets are also lower in value, aud out of favor at the moment.—Of Lastings tl 

‘were 200 pieces—Assorted Colors, of common make—sold yesterday at Tis. 9.00 per piece, but auctions of Medium Cloths again attempte 

Bave again been uusuccessful.—For Figured Orleans an enquiry ix occasionally made, and good colors of them and assortments prove 

saleablo,—Crapes and Plain Lustres continue neglected. 

Sales not alluded to in the above— 
1,500 pieces of best Dutch Drills—14-tbs.—at Tle. 2.90 per piece, nett, 
250, of good English», I5lbe.,, 1.68» less 3%. 
jantity of American Drills, sea damaged by Auction at Tle. 2.65 a 2.70 for Cork and Horse chops. 
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2,100 pieces of American heavy Shirtings—alias Continental Sheetings at Te. 2.50 por piece, 
ordinary —at Te. 1-14 per piece. 





20,000", T-ib, Grey Shirtings—f 
3000 fy Sib Do, ipod, do. 14 
2/300 J) of Dowbursta’ X, 9f-lbs, Grey Shi ‘Tis, 2.23 per picoo, 
3/360 3; of 95 yd. Cashmere Twoille at Tis, 2.10 per piece, 
And a few other minor transactions, too insignificant for special record. 








Statistics.—Stocks of Piece Goods on hand at the close of last year are being collected by the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, and, 
when the particulars are i tables will, as usual, be based upon them. Meanwhile we continue to give the receipts and deliveries, 
ich cargoes as were passed throagh the Customs on or before 





























or. u. scarlet, [Dark Bioe| Geotian, Orange. | 
Camlets, Retail pric per piece... Te.) 12.9.0 12.7.5 | 13.5.5 13.3.0 
Leng Elly, as 666 710 | 720] 730 | 680 
Spanish Stripes, ,, oy | 05.25 2 0.5.3 0.5.8h) 0.5.3 








‘Yurx-Foxa, 
Auction 4th Jan, 1877. 
Camlets $.8.G. p. pee. | 
Sp. Stripes'T.T.B. yd. ,, 


Scarlet. {Dark Blue} Gentian. | Green. | Orauge. |Ash. | White|Purple.|Black.|Brown|Mauve| Lt, Gent, | Sales, 








Pos 
600 
252 





[13.024 “114.05 





12.75 12.35/27 |13.024/13,00|12.: 13.02; 
0.58 O30 say a aig caf 











Kiw-Mfixo, Auction yesterday, 
Camlets 0.P.H. p. poe. ¥/12.874/91 |12.774/724|13.474/55 |12.274 |13.30 
Long Ells 0.P.H. ,, 6.69/6.66 | Ba 


13.00 13.425 


14.00 .|13.524/60 | 500 
; 500 
12.15 





Lastings Lion"), 4, 10.40 0 
» . Elephant 5, 10.40 4 ve es 11.05 
Sp.Stripes O.P.H. p.yd. 1 0.594/5241 052) | o.srgo.s3! 0.58) | o.o3f 1 | | 0.663 | 0.584 0.49/50 | 350 








Auction Sates—4th instant—‘* Yuen-Fong.”— 
Grey Shirtings, 8}-lbs., 3,000 pieces, at Tle. 1.424 for Blue Lighthouse ; Tis, 1.34§ for House and 7-lbs., 3,750 pieces, at Tis, 1.13} a 
1,143 for Blue Lighthouse ; Ts. 1.05} a 1.06} for Woman. 
White Shirtings—G4-reed Blue Lighthouse, 2,000 pieces, at Tie. 1.62 per piece. 


9th instant—“ Kin-Afing.”— 
Grey Shirtings, 8}-lbs., 11,550 pieces, at Tle. 1,752 @ 1.76} for Red Ram ; Tis. 1.772 for Yellow Ram ; Tis. 1.71} a 1.712 for Red Lion 
‘and Blue Ram ; Tis. 1.693 for Yellow Lion ; Tle. 1,664 for Blue Lion ; Tis. 1.63 a 1.64} for Green Lion ; Ils. 1.553 for Red Drayon; 
‘Die, 1.26 a 1.26} for Peacock ; 7-lbs., 5,100 picors, at Tle. 1.293’a 1.30} for Blue Ram ; ‘Tis. 1.274 for Blue Lion ; Tle. 1.204 & 
1.234 for Green Lion ; 6-lbs. Peacock, 950 pieces, at ‘Tis. 1.03} per piece ; and 10-Ibs. Red Peacock, 600 pieces, at Tis. 1.92} a 1.923 
F piece. 

T-Cloths, 7-lbs. Green Lion, 350 pieces, at Tis. 1.093 per piece. 

Jeans, 8-Ibs. Peacock, 250 pieces, at Tis, 1.48 per piece. 


























METALS.—Leid.—Some speculation has passed in L.B. at Ts. 5.95 per picul, cash and ‘to arrive,” and a small parcel has been taken 
congamere, who mere forced to pay up to ls, 6,00 per pical LB. he position of holders ha Hees! somewiatatrengtvened this wel 
by the receipt of telegrams quoting an advance in the price of the article at home. The market for Nail-rod Iron has been quist, and 
miay be chavacterised as depressed at tho close. Heavy arrivals bave been landed, and the natives, in consequence, are lowering prices. 

Tin-Plates, Tin, Quicksilver and Copper aro all easier, and dull of saleat quotations. 
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FREIGHTS.— Hilde, Britis barque, 06 tons, Shanghai to Chefoo (ith de patch) 00 lay 3 fa7e-$0.09 er 09 per plea); Jane Woodburn, Brita 
jooner, 


argue, 299 tons, Shanghai to Chefoo—thence to Swatow, 23 la 25 per piel 388 tons, Shanghai to 
Foosbow and back, 20 lay days—$ 1,600 iu fall ; Jumna, British Kobs to. Youd ao no lay daye-"Private terms; Mikado, 
British ship, 643 tons, Amoy to New York, no lay days—Privato eine’ 


COLTON.—There is little or no change in this market. The demand is languid, but quotations are maintained, tho supplies being 
carefully moderated. 


BXCHANGE—Woe have aguin to report a very iregulat and unsettled Exchange mavket: After Soothing batmoen'be. 842: and b, 9}, 

the Baul vatea closce at 6s. 840. Private bills are wauted at Os. 9d. @ 5s. 9]d.,On transactions aro reported at rates 
between Re, 310.0307. At the close, we quote Rs, 307-@ 308. On Hongkoug, a fair bi been done at 25} per cent, discount, 
The rate is now 25 « 254 











QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dvry.* 








QUOTATION: '$—Dory Paw. 

















































































































































































GB Gna Smivrixas— | Teme, Tomc.| Tam. c : sofas: me Tae) Te. 
G-lbs. 39 in, 384 yds, ...¥ pe. 0.9.7 to 1.1. Lastinas, 30 6:0 412.20 Pe cx 
Tbs... aa » 105 Crarx Lasrivos, 008} ae 

2155 Crare Lostres 
M1264, Prarx—Do. Blac 6 
18.0 $ Onteans—Fig.,30 2.0 per pee, 
19.0 ’ Special Color & Fatierns 3.60% 380 
2.2:5 
0.0.8 per pee. ‘Melals end Bust 
5 Quiexstiver BF Pel83.0.0 104.00] 2.0.0 por pol 
1.6.0 Thy Prates—i4 x 10,..prbox, 49:0 0a0 we 

i » 153 Small a 4.0 
64), Best RG6iteed,, 5, 1.8.0 Inox Winz—No. 1 . 4B 
95 ¢'0 so 195 12/16. 5.0.0 025 4, 

2.25 5 1728... 6.6.05, 

Danna kin G0yaR0in 15 1b.nom,2.7.0 Srrarrs Tix, Fong Fling. }, 17. 

English, ,, 14. 15-Ibs,,..1.8.3 , 0.0 Fok Chok: 125, 
Bo. Fine Fi tae poveee ane, Common chops. 
13.0 144- Tbs, 0 Sraex . Gas 

‘Tuaxs, Dh., Beat, 30ya.30in. Shib2.0.0 Bamboo : ” 

By 0.0.74 Saray CorrEn, Finy 
” ” Slab, 06.0 4 

Saxerinas— Ore 

Ar. 40yas. 36038in.151bs, nom.2.7.5 0.1.0 Boor Inox: ae 27.5) O12 
Bog ey Wea lbs, 210, AY, ft F1o 1noN. prto.20.0.0 ;,22.0.0] 06.7} 

T-Crorns— Namxop Irox— 
6-lhs, 24yd0. 32in. Ord...p. pe.0.7.5 Dawes! Beat Pel. 2.6.0 4, 2.6.5 |) 

Tbs, 24yde. 32in, Ord... 5, 0.9.5 ane B.Rogers,Sons & Co. 2.5.0 5, 2.5: 

G-lbs. Mex, - ROS: Belgian one: 
Tbe, M.Bf, crow: 2h 
Sto 8y-lbs. 1.3.2 Bar—Daw 

“ Better kinds aud Xx 170 008 oy Bound 
[ANDKEROHIEFS, Blue’ LEAD —| 

Brown 0.4.0 0.0.8) pet des. Common Brands 025 wy 

Srorrxp Sarrtins, Whi 1.9.0 0 per pee. |) Cortox, Commor, nom. 

Dyed. ,, 2.2.0 Be 55 Medium 03.5 

Brooapes—White,40yde, 1.80 0 Best 

Dy 2.3.0 0 Soar ~ 
Dawasns, Dysd, 2.6.0 0 White, Swatow, No. 
Guxtian ‘sererixas 18S 5 pa 
ia ; U8 
n 0.0.7» i of 
i 3 
| rane, Swatow, Best 
0.0.7 per 30 yds. | 
p8, 24 yd. 2a 
T.Ruws,24 4, = O15 perpee. | 
OLS i 
O15 ! 
Buve Deus 0.0.84 per 30 ya. 
Dinsrrtes, 12 yda, ry 
0.6% por pee. 3 pieces to the pi 0.1.0 
‘Musuins, 12 0.0.35 Go as %, 
Yanx—Cor 0.7.0 pe pel Saspanitood, South Sea 
Timor « 04.0 4, 
0.0.5 Malaba 
Ss oer s Manonrove Rarz 0.0.3 
Mevium & Buoav Crorus t 54 3 Fuisr Sroxrs, 2k = 
Spanisn Serr: 7 aaa: | Coars, Cardiff (cargo) 
” ” ” on = q American . 
» » " = Sydney (Bulli) 

Lovo Euis— + Neweastle,y.s.W. 

Scarlet ye. i Takasima (large). 0.0.5 per ton. 
» ” = (dust), 
» V&UU ” a 

Ansorted, Hi Now! 0.0.45 |S 
» GPR 5 
% ok x box. . 0.1.5 per box 100 
Ke Ma » 2d i aq, feet. 

* Haikwan Sycee Tis. 100=Shenghai Currency Tis. 111.40. 











OQPIUM.—Receipte of Opium since last report 
Stock on 23th ult. 


Broa, _ 292 Chests, 


me 1,087 » 


Total. 4 4ST 


” M3 os 


Deliveries since 28th ult. 


Present Stock ..., 
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sas raced of Imports and Deliveries ‘of Cottons ‘and Woollen Pieve Goods for the Week ending 8th Jan., 1877, 
compiled from the “‘ Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 1 to 5, both Nos. inclusi 





















‘Re-Exrorze axp ream Drstixatiox, 





Godps. 3 
ilels Thalala 
EAE AEIE ARIE AR ARAIRIEAEIE 





Grey Shit 
T-Cloths 
White SI 


Shootings 
Dyed Shirtings 
Brocades aiid 





Dist P 
ir dium and Broad Giott 
Camlots 



















































|St0oKs naSED on THEOMAM- 
ER OF ComMERCE RETURNS, 
Dare Ist JAN., 1876, 





Forvear | Batimated | geaingy 
| tom iat Suny. | "atdate™ | Again 





1,097,800 884,900 
841,200 | 867,500 
128,800 | 109,500 






Dyed Shirtinge 
Brocades and Spoite: 






7,400 
20,400 
4,000 
62,700 
36,100 
3,400 
7,600 
86,000 
4,800 
7,800 
4,700 
14,600 
18,800 
7,000 
9,60 
2,500 
18,000 
34,600 











112,878 
133,443, 














* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports, 


EXPORTS. 

6 French mail of the Sth inst, took 833 bales of silk for Europe, the purchases including market Teatlevs at Tis, 480 
. 520 and 250 bales of re-recls commencing at Te. 500 per picul for common.—Business this week has been confined to 
within 1,000 bales, and includes Koofongsing's chop No. 3 Taatlee at Tis, GO72, Benutiful Woman No. 2 at Ula, 5424, 
fong” Elephant at Tle. 540, Gold Stork at Tis. 522}, “Sa-ling” at Tis, 510 fair No. 5 Tsatleo at Tis. 800, sume 
of Hainings, Hangchows and yellow silks on native account, and nearly 150 bales of re-reols purchneed at ‘Tis, 490 a ‘Tis, 525 
yer picul.— Natives returning from up-conntry report the stock of Tentlee silk almost exhausted, and slthough it ix impossible 
fo determine for certain how much remains unsold on this market it appears eafe to calculate on within 5,000 bales. Coarse silk 
generally both by mail and wire are not wanted in Loudon or Lyons, and itis difficult to hazard what the ultimate destination 
will he of the large quantity held by the silkmer illing to part at a very rersonable margin on nominal home 
values, and others talk of being able to hoid over a portion uniil tho new seaeon commenices.— Quite 1,000 bales of coarse and 
ks havo been returned inland, and it is necessary therefore to deduct that amount from my Sgures of “ total 

Within 00 bales have arrived during the past fortnight, and this will in cousequence reduce the reevipls as given 
below to 80,700 and the unsold 2tock to 18,500 Lales.—Re-reela have been in. good demand from their comparative cheapness, 
and in addition to the shipments to Europe by the 5.5. “Sindh,” the American maii of the 3rd inst, took 224 bales for New 
York, purchased at Tis, 600 for common to Tis, 570 for fair cargo. 


t 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Jaxvary 11, 187. 





Axarvats.—(Not reported above.)—January Ith, British barque Florence Nightingale ; 10th, German barque Afinna, both from Sydney ; 


10th, American ship Golden State, from New York. 





Derantvres.--(Not reported abore,)—None other than Coasters. 





‘The English mail steamer Geelong takes about 1,000 bales of Stux. 


xonaxce.—On London, Bank Bil 








6 months’ sight, 5s. 











id. First-class Credite to Bank, Ss, 91. First-class to Private buyers, 











5s, 83d. Private and Documentary, 5s. 9d. a 5d. 9}. On Paris, Bank, Fre. 7.173. Private, Fre, 7.25 a 7.27}. On India. Bank, 
Rs, 306 a 307. Caloutta Hank, Its. 3064307. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 25 per cent. discount, Private, 15 daye’ sight, 26, 
Gold Bars, Tis. 178.50, Bar Silver, Sh. Tis. 111.25, Mexican dollars, Sb. is, 75.875 per 100. Carolus, Sh. Tis. 83.00 per 100. Copper 





cash, 1,490 per tael. 






J. P. Bisset & Co. 
shares, at higher ral 
H, & 8, Bank. 
changed hands. 

8. 8..N. Co. 

of egotintions by 

to have succeeded. 

On the th, after the i 








‘They are 











‘Bist January ; while sales were nade later in the day at Tls, 88 for cash, and in the evening at ‘Tl 
market opened at ‘Tis. 91 cash, and sales were made during the day at Tls. 95, ‘There lias been little change in rate 
ividend, aud a sale heing reported at Tis. 93. A divideud of 4 per cont, making 7 % for 





to-day, buyers now offeri 
1876, was paid on the Sth instant, 

Yanglsze Insurance Association. —Thes 
650, and yesterday at 6 











a 
‘A considerable number of 
the China Merchants’ S. N 











feport, at Noon, to-day, say: 

other stocks are quiet. 

Sales are reported, at 24 % Exch. 74; 25 %, Exch. 75, and 27 % Bxch. 74; ab which rates a number of shares have 

and, 

res have changed hands during the past fortnight, at rapidly advancing rates, in consequenco 
. Co. for the purchase of the S. S. N. Fleet, Wharves and Plant; in which they appear 





‘Tis. 92 ex a 


hares have advanced 




















sympathy with S. S. N. stock. 
} cunt dividend. Au interim dividend of 7} per cent, was paid yesterday. 


-A largo business has been done in Bank, S. S, N. and Yanjtsze 


f our last report, shares were sold at Tis. $5 for 31st January, and afterwards Tis, 85 cash and Tis, 88 for 


90 cash, On the 5tb, the 
ince, until 








Sales have been made at Tis. 630, 640, 


‘We have another week of almost perfect weather, bright sunshine with just suflicient crispness in the atmosphero to make it bracing. 





‘The thermometer bas ranged be 


ven 30 aud 55, 














Shanghai Share Market. 

















i 
Block, 
Banks. | (| 
kong and Sab || 
anking Corp. § la 3% 
Woe) ty [Alexa 
100, 8 Me v0 










Yagi lst 







“Aawuslation, 1s [rte eaay ex div, 
‘clin Hl 

‘Mia | Som 

Cutt § 198 ex div, 


wig 


n 





165 Ex. 74 





Shanght Htacyce 
Cl sevveseess 








Hougkous. 


3. P, BISSET & Co, 


Sharebrokers, 








COPPER-PLATE PRIATIN 


ARDS Printed from Excraven Correr 
C Puares at the North-China Herald 


Office, 














| Harrison ; 55 Chinese in steerage. 
















BIRTHS. 

At Pagoila Anchorage, Foochow, on the 
2nd January, the wife of P. Gigvet, of a 
daughter. 

"AE Shanghai, on the 7th inst., the wife of 
J. Vavenas, of a son, 

DEATH. 

At Tientsiv, on the 20th December, James 
Rocens, Dredging Engineer, of Watkins, 
Schuyler County, New York, U.S.A., aged 
‘45 years. 














PASSENGERS. 
AnnivEo. 

Per str. Shanghai, from Chinkiang—Mr. 
Frith. 

Per str, Drayon, from Nagasaki—Dr. Gulick 
and Mr. Sutton, 

Ber str, Chefoo, from Foochow--Messra, 
‘Turner, Mitchell and Vavassenr, 

Per str. Bwope, from Foochow—Mr, G. 











Per str. Nerala, from Japan—Mr. and 
Mrs, Kassherg, Mr. and Mrs, Senya, Captai 
Barr, Messrs. Howard, Forbes, O'Hara, Mao- 
pheréon, Bruegeman, Wetmore, and Tomi 

stecra 
0. str. 















Khic, from Southampton 

From Penang — Mr. 
From Hongkong—Col. 
and Mr, M. Kalb; 23 Chinese in 





Dieke 
steerage. 
Per str. Plymouth Rock, from Kinkiang— 


‘Messrs. A. E. Salter and 
‘Leavixe, 

Per str. Geelong, for Brindisi—Rt. Rev, 
Bishop Marvin, Rev. E. R. Hendrix, and Mr. 
W. Brugeman. For Southampton—Mr. C. G. 


. W. Speneer, 












IPRADE MARKS,—We hereby give notice 
that all the Trado Stamps and 
Tickets belonging to tho lato Firm of Mer 
Witu1as Gittast Loxe & Co, of 16a, Jackson's 
Row, Manchester, or used in any way in 
connection with ‘their busines, have been 
purchased by us and aro now our solo property. 
MOUA', DEWHURST & Co, 
104, Albert Square, 
Manchester, 























S1de-37 30 


E. P. & W. BALDWIN, 


Wilden Works, Stourport, England, 


SHEET IRON, 
Braxpep “Batowss—Witpus,” and 
vBevERs.” 

TIN PLATES, 
“Brg WB" 








“Wipes,” 


Brave 


Ww 


amex (2," 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Tron, 
Pickled, Cold 'Rolted, & Close Anneated. 


“Srovn.” 





Exrour Acexts—Bnooken, Done & Co., 
2, Rood Lane, London, £.C. 
10ja 77 32 
THE LIVERPOOL & LONDON & 
GLOBE [INSURANCE COMPANY, 











FIRE OFFICE. 
6) PBR OENT, Discount allowed on all 
20) 
| LIFE OFFICE. 
Risks accepted at Homs Rates, with £2 
BIRLEY, WORTHIN 
Agents. 





TON & Co, 





Frith. “For Hongkong—Hon. P. Ryrie, Miss 
L, Banks, and Mr, J, A, Mahoney. 


promia contributed, 
per cent, added. 
2 
Gfe-77 2235 Shanghai, 16th July, 1872, 
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In consequence of spurious imitations of 


LEA AND PERRINS’ SAUCE, 


whith are calculated to deceive the Public, Lea and Perrins 
have adopted A NEW LABEL, bearing their Signature, 


thus, 


Leary, a 
aD 
which % placed on every bollle of WORCESTERSHIRE 
‘SAUCE, and without which none is genuine. 


Ask for LEA & PERRINS’ Sauce, and see Name on Wrapper, Label, Bottle and Stopper. 
Wholesale and for Export by the Proprietors, Worcester ; Crosse and Blackwell, Lond 





Ge, &e.; and by Grocers and Oilmen throughout the World, 


Lgno-77_ 16 











OUT AGA 


APPLY TO 
Messrs. TRUBNER & Co., 
57 a 69, Ludgate Hill, London. 


Cloth Bound—in Imperial Yellow. 


A 
TRANSLATION 


oF THE 


PEKING GAZETTE 


1875. 


WITH A COMPLETE 


INDEX. 


AND A 


GENEALOGICAL TABLE 


oF THE 


IMPERIAL FAMILY 


CHINA. 


IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS, 
DEATH OF H. I. M. TUNG-CHE, 
APPOINTMENT OF REGENTS, 
&o. &e. &o. 





Copios of tho 
1872 and 1873 Editions can also be 
procured. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 


We have received a copy of the Transla- 
tion of the Peting Gazette for 1875, reprinted 
from the North-China Herald, and published 
at the oflice of that paper, Shanghai, This 
work, which has now been published for 
several years, is always useful for referen: 
being an excellent compendium of Chinese 
official proceedings, but the present volume is 

ally valuable, because it contains 20 
h matter of unusual interest. The whole 
of edicts in connection with the death 
of the Emperor Tung-chi and his Imperial 
Consort, together with the appointment of 
the Empresses Dowager as Regents during 
the minority of the present Emperor appear- 
ed during the year, and will well repay a 
second perusal, as ‘throwing light on the 
manners of the Chinese Court, During the 
past year, too, the preseuco of foreigners 

hina has been, for the first time, noticed 
oficially in # One of the condi- 
tions exacted by Sir Thomas Wade, during 
the late negotiations on the Yunnan Outrage 
was that the leading features of those mego- 
tlations should be published, and the real 
























sition of foreigners in the country properly 
Fecoguieed. ‘The appointment of Li Han- 
chang as High Commissioner to investigate 
the crime; his first report after arriving at 
‘Yunnan-fu ; with certain edicts on the treaty 
rivileges of foreigners, and placing on a 

ter footing the relations of Foreign Min- 
isters with the heads of the Chief Depart- 
ments of State at Peking are to be found in 
the pages of this handy little book. Its value 
is still further enhanced this year by an ap- 
pendix in which is given a genealogical table 
of the Chinese Imperial family, together with 
an interesting commentary upon it, explan- 
atory of the rather intricate relationshij 
and’ the rules of adoption and succession ob- 
served. ‘These volumes are records of impor 
tant events—the one for the present year 
more particularly so--and should find a place 
‘on the book shelves of every one who takes 
‘an interest in Chinese questions. ‘The volume 
for 1875 is uniform with the rest of the series, 
in legibly printed on good paper, and neatly 
got up.—Daily Prees. 























We havo received for notice the Transla- 
tion of the Peking Gazette for the year 1875. 
The book, as our readers need scarcely to be 
informed, is a continuation of similar pub- 
ications ‘for previons years, and is a reprint 
of the translations of the Gazette that appear 
from time to time in the Vorth-China Daily 
News. It affords a large amount of enter- 
taining reading matter for those interested i 
Chinese affairs, and is exoeedingly valuable 
asa book of reference on the history of the 
Middle Kingdom. As is pointed out in the 
Preface, the Peking Gazette, during the last 
Year, gave publicity to many documents of 

portance. ‘The death 
Emperor, thee election of 
& successor, the self-appointment of the 
Empresses Dowager as egents during the 
minority of the child, the Yunuan affair, and 
other events of serious political import to the 
country, are described with faint and curious 
minuteness in the volume under notice. At 
the end of the book is givea a genealogical 
table of the Imperial Family.—China Mail. 


We acknowledge with thanks a copy of the 
most interesting and valuable publication we 
have received for some time—the Peking 
Gacette translations for 1875, reprinted from 
the North-China Daily News. It forms an 
excellent compendium of Chiviose official pro- 
ceedings, and the index has been so carefully 
compiled that a mere glance is all that is 
necessary for the reader to find anything he 
may want, ‘The present volume is parti 
larly interesting as giving us the various 
Edicts published in connection with the do- 
cease of the late Emperor, all of which are 
quaint in the extreme; besides which we 
have Memorials and Decrees on Judicial and 
Revenue Administration : Civil and Military 
affairs—including public worship and instruc. 
tion, female piety, superstition, meteorology, 
astronomy, astrology, geomancy, &e. : Exter: 
nal Relations, including various state papers 
on the Yunnan outrage and the troubles in 
fhe Nort: Provincial and Colonial matters: 
and an Appendix, giving very full particulars 
With respect to the Chinese Imperial family, 
a subject with which people ought to be better 
acquainted than they are. Itstrikes us, how- 
ever, that, as this very interesting little essay 
‘ppears to have been written some time dur- 
{ng the reign of Tung-clih—about a year and 
a half ago, in fact—some modifications might 


















































ave been introduced with advantage. For 
stance, it reads rather comically that “ up 
to the present time” (the ticle-page is dated 
1876) ‘no issue has been vouchsafed to the 
“young sovereign.” At first sight itappears 
as though the editor were lamenting the fact 
‘that the present baby-Emperor had no chile 
ren, and it is not until we arrive at the 
foot-note two pages further on that we are 
informed, though we have heen led previously 
to suspect, that the article is of somewhat 
ancient date. This should, we think, cer- 
tainly have been changed” Otherwise we 
have nothing but praise to bestow. ‘The 
volume is very tastefully bound, like its pres 
decessor, in Imperial yellow, and does much 
credit to the care of its compiler,—Courier. 














A good many readers of the North-China 


| Daily News probably pass over the translations 


of the Peking Gases, as Hesty to be asvand not 
to the trouble of perusal. And many 
of the ‘edicts and memorials which compose 
cach number have doubtless little interest 
except for students of Chinese polity. Some, 
however, are realy of political importance, 
and more have a quaint interest as illustrating 
the working of the Chinese system and the 
tone of thought of the people, Scarcely a 
day's Gazette fails to indicate ‘some curious 
custom, and very often the memorials contain 
as much incident as a sensation of novel. 

‘A curious light would be thrown on the 
history of China, and even of eastern Asia, 
for the last thousand years, if it were possible 
to collect and sketch the principal edicte 
which have found place in the “Court 
| Announcements,” as the Chinese call the little 
brochure, during that period. Itis, we believe, 
not known to what Emperor, or even to what 
dynasty, belongs the credit of inaugurating the 
publication, in this form, of edicts and memo- 
rials likely to have public interest ; but it is 
known that the Gazette was published in the 
Tang dynasty, which began to reign in the 
first decade of the seventh century—and it 
have been in existence centuries earlic 

The volume now before us would come, in 
after years, to hold a marked position in ‘the 

For the first time, during the year 
just ended, the Gazette has ‘deigned to notice 
‘dicially the presence of foreigners in the 
country. As pointed out in the preface, one 
| of the ‘conditions exacted by Her Britannic 
Majesty's Minister during the course of the 
negociations which ensued on the murder of 
jargary in Yiinnan, was that the leading 

‘of those negociations should be 
published, and that the real position of for- 
eigners in the country should be recognised 
more fittingly than had been hitherto done, 
| And the appointment of Li Hang-chang as 

Commissioner to investigate the crime ; his 
first report after his arrival at Yinnan-foo, 
and certain edicts emph: the treaty 
privileges of foreigners, and placing on a 

tter footing the relations of foreign Ministers 
with the Great Departments of State at Pex 
king, will be found in its pages. ‘The whole 
serious of edicts connected with the death of 
the Emperor Tung-che and his Consort, and 
the appointment of the Empresses Dowager as 
Fegent, appeared during the year, and well 
| deserve both perusal and record as examples 
of Court custom and etiquette, and models of 
the best style of Chinese eloquence. In con 
nexion with this subject, too, a genealogical 
table ° the Tmperial ‘family, which was 

mblishe:, fast spring in the North-China 

ferald, nas been reprinted as an appendix, 
together with an exhaustive commentary 
upon it, explaining the various relationships 
and the roles of adoption and succession 
which are observed by the Imperial clan, 
Altogether, the volume is one of exceptional 
interest, and deserves a place in the library of 
every one who takes an interest in Chinese 
politics and literature,—North-China Daily 
News. 









































Price, $2.00 per Copy. 

To be had at the N.-C. Herald Uitice, 
at Messrs. Keuty & Warsi, Haig Houta, 
and Laxe, Crawroxp &Co., Shanghai j 
Messrs. Lane, Crawrorp & Co., Hong- 
kong a. ‘Trosxer & Oo., Ludgate 
ill, London, E.C. 


Ath April, 1875. 
7, Hankow Road, 
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